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Thomas Russell Junior School

A school transformed from the ordinary. An expectation of excellence. Relentless drive to improve. (Ofsted 2014)
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Headteacher Mrs S Sharpe
Deputy Headteacher Mrs G Gahagan
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office@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk
Dear Parents / Carers,

Governing Body Vacancies

Mrs Kate Jones has been appointed to a full time teaching role at the school and has decided to relinquish her place on the Governing Body.  Mrs Suzanne Tandy has also stepped down.  We thank them both for their contributions and commitment to the school.

We now have two elected parent governor vacancies for which nominations are invited.
The term of office for governors is four years.  Governors are subject to certain regulations including DBS checks and are expected to accept a Code of Conduct.  All governors are expected to serve on one or two committees and may also take on responsibility for governor involvement in a particular aspect of school life (e.g. literacy, H&S, pupil premium).  Although pre-existing skills (e.g. safeguarding) are always welcome, currently the main requirement is enthusiasm and a willingness to take an interest in the work of the governing body and school.  It is not necessary to have any particular prior knowledge.
At least one of the new governors will be asked to serve on the Finance Committee.  Our other main committees cover Premises and H&S, and Curriculum.  Most committees meet at 8.00 am.  Governors are also members of the Strategy Committee as well as the Governing Body, which meet at 6.00 pm.

The government says that school governing bodies have three core functions –

· Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;

· Holding executive leaders to account for the educational performance of the organisation and its pupils, and the performance management of staff; and

· Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent.

In practice there are a wide range of activities where governor involvement is required or helpful.  For example governors have been involved in decisions about class structure, meetings with staff about particular subject provision, policy review and formation.  Some governors are attending meetings of the School Council.
Please do consider standing for these vacancies.  Nomination forms are below.  Should there be more than two nominations there will be an election and parents will each have two votes.  Should you require any more information please contact Mrs Sharpe or governors can be emailed at governors@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk

Best Wishes

Terry Wells

Chair of Governing Body

Parent Governor Nomination form

Name of nominee: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________ Date: ______________ 

Name of proposer: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________ Date: ______________ 

Name of seconder: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________ Date: ______________ 

Brief biography and reasons for wanting to be a Governor 

Please note this information will be published to parents in election information. (maximum 120 words – only the first 120 words will be reprinted in the election address) 

This completed form should be returned to Mrs Sharpe by 9:30am on Monday 9th October 2017
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Burton Upon Trent
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