Thomas Russell Junior School

‘Ambitious culture, strong team ethos, outstanding academic achievement, high expectations, exemplary behaviour’ Ofsted 2019.
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Newsletter
Issue No. 26



Headteacher: Mrs S Sharpe


     30th March 2020



Dear Parents / Carers,
I hope you and the children are all keeping safe at home.  And those who are having to go out to work still through this lockdown to help others – thank you (
Choir – Birmingham Symphony Hall – Virtual Big Sing - Tuesday 31st March: 1pm-3pm  TODAY
A couple of weeks ago a group of TRJS children were supposed to be representing Staffordshire in an amazing concert at Birmingham Symphony Hall, the Big Sing, but it had to be cancelled.  We had worked really hard to learn some very complicated songs, so the children were understandably disappointed.  We recorded a video of one of the songs and a dance we made up to have a bit of fun with it too.  A few other schools did the same and today, a combined ‘virtual’ concert will go live at 1pm.
Films of the children singing will be interspersed with 'singalong' films by Ex Cathedra. 

It would be wonderful if children and parents either who were going to be involved, or now just find themselves with a little more time on their hands could engage with this - they will be sharing the films via Twitter (@westmidlandsmu1) and Facebook (@westmidlandsmusiceducation) and on their YouTube channel. 

	Song
	School
	Region
	Premiere
Time
	YouTube link

	Move on down the line
	Thomas Russell Juniors
	Staffordshire
	1.00pm
	https://youtu.be/QctiVuC6uas

	Hello Hello everyone
	EX CATHEDRA SINGALONG
	1.05pm
	https://youtu.be/nvJGbXfphbA

	Yatalee
	Colmore Juniors
	Birmingham
	1.15pm
	https://youtu.be/VSVcdnWh_0Q

	Some Kijana
	Hillary Primary School
	Walsall
	1.30pm
	https://youtu.be/q8htJfdsLE4

	Hello everybody
	EX CATHEDRA SINGALONG
	1.35pm
	https://youtu.be/b6pX4TonuXc

	I'm Gonna Shine
	St Lawrence Primary
	Shropshire
	1.45pm
	https://youtu.be/H1uoo6U9VPs

	Sunshine After Rain
	St Augustine's Catholic Academy
	Stoke on Trent
	2.00pm
	https://youtu.be/cawZX4r24qg

	A friend of mine
	EX CATHEDRA SINGALONG
	2.05pm
	https://youtu.be/hNa5EU-ogaY

	We Will find a Way
	Bilston C of E Primary
	Wolverhampton
	2.15pm
	https://youtu.be/3Hk64I65r-8

	My song is a good song
	Ex CATHEDRA SINGALONG
	2.20pm
	https://youtu.be/XqgT7xx8vKg

	Peace
	Bilston C of E Primary
	Wolverhampton
	2.30pm
	https://youtu.be/1XoFv6wGrcM

	Peace
	St Lawrence CE Primary
	Shropshire
	2.45pm
	https://youtu.be/Dh8qZ0ATDiw


Rainbow Walk

[image: image5.jpg]



Our Mindful Mentors have been promoting this message, and it is one which we can all get behind in the current climate.

You may have noticed around the village, there are some rainbows starting to appear in windows.  This was referenced yesterday in the Daily Doodle lesson from Picture News – thinking of ways to remain positive during difficult times.
We would like to invite all of the children to join in Barton’s ‘Rainbow Walk’ project – paint, collage, colour or make a bright rainbow and display it in a window in your house.

Then when you are out and about getting your fresh air and exercise – see how many rainbows you can count.

Why not even paint a Rainbow for a neighbour, then write a nice message to them explaining what we are doing together and asking them to display it.  Let’s see if we can add some colour to lots of people’s lives.
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Isaac O in Y4 got us started by combining two of yesterday’s Daily Doodle activities.  Skittles Art and Rainbows!

And Bella P in Y3 (and her mum and dad) got stuck in to the Daily Doodle last Wednesday… To Foldly Go … creating cleverly folded and designed uniforms, one with the rainbow theme also included.
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Thank you to Jessica in Y5 who has designed this fabulous poster to help if you’re looking for something fun to do (lovely to see she’s sticking with the rainbow theme t!)


And finally, Ruby and Ebony in Y6 and Laurie in Y3 chose a travel themed project to immerse themselves in.
Laurie has already jetted of to Buenos Aires and the girls have been visiting a new country each day.  They are hoping to get back to England just in time for returning to school.

It might not be too late to join them if you are looking for somewhere more exciting to be than your living room.
Look after yourselves, stay healthy and keep busy.

See you on the other side.
Best wishes, Mrs Sharpe
