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Thomas Russell Junior School

‘Ambitious culture, strong team ethos, outstanding academic achievement, high expectations, teaching consistently strong, pupils well cared for, exemplary behaviour’ Ofsted January 2019.
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Headteacher Mrs S Sharpe
Deputy Headteacher Miss C Branson
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office@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk
Dear Parent / Carer,

I do hope you and your family are all well and have coped with the sudden changes over the last few days as well as could be expected.

I am writing to outline our teaching intentions and provision for the coming half term.  We appreciate the time taken by parents to complete the survey on Monday and also those who have taken the time to discuss provision directly with school.

As with all things, we realise it is difficult to please all of the people, all of the time, but we hope our curriculum offer will be well received and appreciated by those who are looking for a more focussed and driven level of provision.  
For those who find the demands of home schooling incredibly difficult, please be assured, the message is as always – do what you can, when you can.  For families who do not have access to the number of devices required then please get in touch as we will do what we can to help.  However, I can tell you that despite what you may have heard on the news about devices, Thomas Russell Junior was only allocated five tablets and these have all been borrowed by families.  Finally, if you have difficulties with internet access, please see my letter yesterday regarding additional support we can provide.

We will be offering all children eight Zoom lessons per week.  These will take place from 9:45 – 10:45 and 11:15 – 12:15 each day from Monday to Thursday.  Rather than the Daily Doodle, we will provide a Weekly Overview which we hope gives parents a clear overview of the content of Zoom lessons as well as an outline of the links and resources that will be referenced, as well as Friday’s home learning.  This will continue to be available on the Our Learning tab of the website under ‘Year x #LD21’.  We will endeavour to upload this as soon as possible on the website in readiness for the following week and Zoom invites will be e-mailed with recurring codes for ease.  For those not able to or not wishing to access the Zoom lessons, the overview will provide a brief outline of the objectives to be covered and all links / resources / worksheets.  Resources may be adapted throughout the week depending on progress made in Zoom lessons.

It is our intention that there will be differentiation in some of our Zoom lessons to allow us to appropriately support children of all abilities.  Your child may be directed to independently complete activities whilst the teacher spends focussed time with other children.  The chat will be enabled for questions during this time, but where possible we would encourage children to problem solve themselves to avoid interrupting the teacher’s guided group.  In return, children can then expect their own guided sessions to be able to run uninterrupted too.

Feedback and marking will be completed face-to-face with the children, either at the end of the lesson if appropriate or at the start of the next lesson / day / during guided discussions.  There is no expectation that children submit photographs of completed work to their teacher via e-mail unless directly asked to or for a piece of particular note – i.e. that a child is proud of or has worked hard on (max 1 per week).  With this level of face-to-face teaching and staff also covering provision in school for Key Workers and Vulnerable children up to 2 ½ days per week, we do not have capacity to respond to children’s e-mails daily.
On top of this, next week parents can expect to receive a curriculum overview personalised to their year group.  This will detail, for each of the foundations subjects, the topic which should have been covered, the objectives we would have aimed to meet, along with suggested activities and useful links for recorded lessons via sites such as Oak Academy and Twinkl.  Pupils are asked to complete these activities during their afternoon learning.  Families can plan their timetable however suits them best – covering a small part of each subject each week as we do in school, having a whole week focussing on one subject, then move on, or dipping into this and other activities as suits.
If there are any parents who would like to collect a lined and squared page exercise book to allow their child to record all home learning in one place, then please feel free to call in on your daily exercise (just remember to wear a mask on site please).
Finally, as previously explained, we will be offering access to assemblies in various forms.  Please see the second attachment with this letter, entitled Mrs Sharpe’s Assemblies.  These are subject to weekly change and may occur between 9:00 and 9:30 or, as they are next week, at 1:15.
Provision for Key Worker and Vulnerable Children 

We have received requests from over 25% of our school population for in-school provision and many of these places are being used on a full time basis.  This provision is now nearing capacity.  We understand we have some parents entitled to access provision who are doing their very best to manage at home, but may have no option but book individual days.  Going forward it may be necessary for us to prioritise provision for those children requiring individual days and as a last resort it may be necessary (with notice) to reduce those with full time KW places to four days per week.  Tuesdays are absolutely fully booked across school.  Please find attached a letter from County, which references levels of uptake.
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to those parents who have taken time out of their hectic schedules to show their gratitude and appreciation for the work of the school and staff in responding to the changes so swiftly and effectively.  These are incredibly challenging times, and whilst we appreciate stress levels will have been exceptionally high over the last few days, our staff are human too and I expect them to be treated with the same level of respect and courtesy as we always endeavour to afford our parents.
Please take care and the very best of wishes to you all,
Yours sincerely

S Sharpe
Mrs S Sharpe
Headteacher
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