Thomas Russell Junior School 

Weekly Overview - Year 4 – Spring 1 – Week 4
Please note: In our maths Zooms this week, we are continuing to work on time, 24-hour time and converting units of time. Groups will remain unchanged from last week as children remain split according to confidence with telling the time. The Zoom outline for maths shown in the timetable below, is a guide and may vary slightly based on children’s confidence as we progress during the week. 
	Reading

Don’t forget these links which may provide some inspiration when looking for books which may interest your child:

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
We are keen for children to continue to read 5 times a week and each week we are going to direct you to some different articles that your child may enjoy reading. Any resources you need can be found in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that they have to read them all. It would be great if your child could send their comments about ONE of the reading activities they have chosen to their teacher.
Full details of this week’s articles can be found at the end of this document after the Zoom timetable.



	Follow-on tasks

Whilst we are trying to work with the children to complete their daily tasks during our Zoom lessons, we do sometimes set additional follow-on tasks for children to complete independently prior to their next lesson. E.g. a reading task for English or a maths task designed to help us assess the children’s understanding of a particular topic. In addition, every week we are setting MyMaths and SPAG.com activities for children to complete on Friday morning. We would very much appreciate if you could encourage your child(ren) to complete these activities as it really helps us to plan our future lessons and understand how we can best support their learning.
These tasks will be highlighted in red on the overview.


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Zoom 1
English

09:45 – 10:45
	Today’s starter activity is recapping on using apostrophes for contraction (omission) and singular contraction. 
We will then be practising using subordinating conjunctions (using the I SAW A WABUB sheet) in sentences in reference to receiving a letter that they have won a competition to take part in a conservation project in the Amazon Rainforest.  

Follow-on task; 
We’d like the children to select 5 objects that they have at home which they would choose to bring with them on a rainforest adventure. We would really like them to think carefully about their selections and make sure that they are able to justify their choices. We would like them to have these items with them for Tuesday’s English Zoom. 
	Today’s starter activity is looking at how we can convert some adjectives to adverbs e.g. elegant to elegantly. 

We will then be using our speaking and listening skills to share our thoughts about the 5 items the children have chosen to take with them to the rainforest. We will be practising using subordinating conjunctions verbally in their explanations.   
Follow-on task;

Why not take a look at a ‘Daily Dipper’? 


	Today’s starter activity is to recap on the main speech punctuation rules. 
We will then be looking at a boring piece of writing, which also contains some grammatical errors. The children will improve it through adding better word choices, extending sentences etc. (It would be useful for the children to have a copy of this printed off, if possible, so they can annotate it.)  
Follow-on task:

We’d like the children to put together a suitable outfit for a jungle adventure. This might be a mixture of normal clothes and things from the dressing up box. It would be great if they could come dressed in their outfit for Thursday’s Lesson. 
	Today’s starter activity will be spotting the mistakes in the extract.  
We will then be writing a conversation between two people about their experience of being in the rainforest. The children will be writing this using accurate speech punctuation. (The Speech punctuation rules resource would be very useful for them to have printed/ displayed.) 

Follow-on task: 
Why not take a look at a ‘Daily Dipper’? 



	10:45 – 11:15
	BREAK TIME

	Zoom 2

Maths
11:15 – 12:15
	Bronze: Recap learning from last week telling the time ‘past’ and ‘to’ the hour to the nearest 5 minutes.
Silver and Gold: Today, we will be learning the rules for converting between 12-hour and 24-hour time.

	Bronze: Today, we will be telling the time on an analogue clock to the nearest minute.
Bronze follow-on task:

Spend some time practising your time skills using this game: https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/117/telling-the-time-in-words
Silver and gold: We will be continuing to practise converting between 12-hour and 24-hour time. 
We will be completing worksheets during the lesson. These will be shown on the flipchart during the lesson but are available in the resources folder if you would like to print them. 

Silver and Gold follow-on task:

Complete the task set on MyMaths.
	Bronze: Today’s lesson will introduce telling the time on a digital clock
.  
Bronze follow-on task:

Spend some time practising recording digital time. 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/116/Telling%20the%20Time%20-%20interactive%20game
Silver and Gold: Today, we will be converting between different units of time e.g. seconds to minutes, hours to days, days to months etc. 
There are 2 worksheets which we will complete together during the lesson. If possible, please have these open on a separate tab or printed off before the lesson. 

Silver and Gold follow-on task:

Complete the task set on MyMaths.

	Bronze: Continue with telling the time on a digital clock.
Silver and Gold:
Today we will be working on word problems that will involve all of the skills that we have learned during the past 2 weeks.

We are going to attempt to use Zoom breakout groups so that children can work in pairs to work out answers. Please bear with us as we try out this new Zoom facility! (


	12:20 – 1:10
	LUNCHTIME


	Friday Activities
	Maths

1.Times tables.

Time how long it takes you to complete your current times table then spend some time on TT Rockstars playing in the latest battle. Which house will win this time? Try to earn at least 300 points. Please contact Mrs Preston on DPreston@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk if you can’t remember your login details.

2. MyMaths

Try the time task set for you on MyMaths. Remember, if you don’t get 100% first time, try again – you can use the online lesson to help you.  If you can’t remember your password for MyMaths, please contact your class teacher.

Spellings

This week is Term 2a week 4 ‘ation’
The ten spelling dictation sentences are available in the spellings folder if you have someone at home who can read them out for you. The spelling list for this half-term is also available in the spelling folder.

When you have finished, we would like everyone to complete the tasks set on SPAG.com. 


This week’s Year 4 reading dippers (for any day at any time)

Each week, we are going to direct you to some different articles to read. Any resources you need will be in the ‘reading dippers’ file. Please do not feel that you have to read them all. We would like you to send your comments about ONE of the reading activities you have selected to your teacher.

An opportunity to read out loud

Read how Nepalese climbers have made history by scaling the K2 mountain this winter https://www.itv.com/news/2021-01-18/nepalese-climbers-make-history-by-scaling-k2-mountain-in-winter

Read and respond

When you come to the end of a book (or a chapter), it’s often a good time to pause and reflect.

Use the prompt sheet (in the reading dippers file), to help you to phrase sentences to write about what you have just read.

This week’s reading comprehension

This week’s comprehension activity is linked to the Romans. It is often thought that Claudius invaded Britain but he didn’t actually come here until the summer after the invasion. After you’ve had a go at this activity, you’ll have a better idea why.

Unpick the newspaper report

Read the article with the headline ‘Romans Coin Surprise for Mrs Ship’. Practise reading it aloud - like a news reporter. Look at how it is set out. Share the article with an adult at home.

What has she been inspired to do as a result of her find?

What did Sally mean when she said she’d ‘outgrown’ her house?

How might Karl have felt when he was asked to stop working? Why? What might that have meant for him?
