Thomas Russell Junior School 

Weekly Overview - Year 4 – Spring 1 – Week 5
Welcome to week 5 of the Spring term!  Thank you all for the super way that you have adjusted to different maths groups over the last couple of weeks. You have all been fabulous 😊. It has also been lovely for the Year 4 teachers to see some faces that we don’t get a chance to see very often. We are back to our normal groups for all Zooms this week.
	Reading

Don’t forget these links which may provide some inspiration when looking for books which may interest your child:

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
We are keen for children to continue to read 5 times a week and each week we are going to direct you to some different articles that your child may enjoy reading. Any resources you need can be found in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that they have to read them all. It would be great if your child could send their comments about ONE of the reading activities they have chosen to their teacher.
Full details of this week’s articles can be found at the end of this document after the Zoom timetable.



	Follow-on tasks

Whilst we are trying to work with the children to complete their daily tasks during our Zoom lessons, we do sometimes set additional follow-on tasks for children to complete independently prior to their next lesson. E.g. a reading task for English or a maths task designed to help us assess the children’s understanding of a particular topic. In addition, every week we are setting MyMaths and SPAG.com activities for children to complete on Friday morning. We would very much appreciate if you could encourage your child(ren) to complete these activities as it really helps us to plan our future lessons and understand how we can best support their learning.
These tasks will be highlighted in red on the overview.


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Zoom 1
English

09:45 – 10:45
	Today, we will be learning about how to use apostrophes for plural possession with irregular nouns (those which don’t end in ‘s’ when made plural e.g. children) and regular nouns (those which end in s or es when made plural). This is in preparation for the spellings assessment in week 6. 
Resource
Please ensure you have an electronic copy downloaded or printed copy of the apostrophes sheet for you to view during the lesson. 
Follow-on task; 
We would like you to watch a video (lasting about 20 minutes) of a man’s trip to the Amazon in order to give you some more ideas for your writing this week.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqpoCbQWvqg
Warning: the film contains scenes of catching and cutting fish.

	Today, our starter activity will recap on identifying subordinating clauses. 
We will spend the next two lessons completing a slow-write where we will be experimenting with using fronted adverbials, subordinating clauses, expanded noun phrases and prepositions. 

Resources
You will find it useful to have the I SAW A WABUB sheet, the adverbs sheet and the prepositions sheet which we have used over the last couple of weeks. If you have misplaced them they will be in the resources file for this week.

There is also a new resource entitled Rainforest Vocabulary to assist with spellings and word ideas.  

Follow-on task;
None 
	Today, our starter activity will be discussing word families. 
We will then continue our slow-write story where we will be looking at ISPACE sentence starters, as well as fronted adverbials, subordinating clauses, expanded noun phrases and prepositions.
Resources
Please have yesterday’s resources to hand, plus the ISPACE sheet.  
Follow-on task:

In preparation for next week’s non-fiction writing, we would like you to read about the issue of palm oil and its connection to the rainforests. You may choose to complete the questions also. Please select the 1,2, or 3* sheet based on reading confidence. 
	Today, we will be identifying prepositions in our starter activity.
We will create a class checklist of ‘success criteria’ for editing your writing from Tuesday and Wednesday and then you will get to work in pairs in breakout rooms, proofreading and editing your work.  
Resources
Please have the resources from Tuesday and Wednesday to hand.

Follow-on task: 
Totally optional – we thought you might enjoy creating a rainforest in a shoebox. Instructions provided.

	10:45 – 11:15
	BREAK TIME


	Zoom 2

Maths
11:15 – 12:15
	This week, we are moving on to addition and subtraction word problems including money. Today’s focus will be addition.
No worksheets are needed for today’s lesson as all questions will be displayed on the flipchart during the lesson.
Follow-on task:
Complete any unfinished calculations.
	Today we are looking at subtraction problems involving money.
There are 3 differentiated worksheets. Please print off the sheet for your group or have it open on a separate tab on your computer/tablet before joining the lesson. You will need to be able to see the questions for your group during the lesson and it will not be possible for your teacher to display the questions for all the groups at the same time.
Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.
	Today’s lesson will look at word problems involving finding change. 

Some groups may work on multistep problems involving addition and subtraction.  
There are 5 differentiated worksheets. Please print out the sheet for your group or have it open on a separate tab on your computer/tablet before joining the lesson.

Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.
	Today, we will be completing addition and subtraction word problems. Most problems will involve more than one step. You will need to identify what steps you need to carry out before starting your calculations.
There are 5 differentiated worksheets. Please print out the sheet for your group or have it open on a separate tab on your computer/tablet before joining the lesson.

If you have felt confident this week, you may want to consider trying the sheet for the next group too.
Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.

	12:20 – 1:10
	LUNCHTIME


	Friday Activities
	Maths

1.Times tables.

Time how long it takes you to complete your current times table then spend some time on TT Rockstars playing in the latest TT Rockstars battle. Try to earn at least 300 points for your House. Please contact Mrs Preston on DPreston@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk if you can’t remember your login details.

2. MyMaths

Try the task set for you on MyMaths. Remember, if you don’t get 100% first time, try again – you can use the online lesson to help you. If you can’t remember your password for MyMaths, please contact your class teacher.

Spellings.

This week is Term 2a week 5’
The ten spelling dictation sentences are available in the spellings folder if you have someone at home who can read them out for you. The spelling list for this half-term is also available in the spelling folder.

When you have finished, we would like everyone to complete the tasks set on SPAG.com. 


This week’s Year 4 reading dippers (for any day at any time)

The idea of ‘reading dippers’ is that you can dip into alternative texts to read. Any resources you need will be in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that you have got to read them all. We would like you to send your comments about ONE of the reading activities to your teacher.

An opportunity to read out loud

Explore some poems. Feel the beat and get into the rhythm. The link below will take you to some funny poems. You can make your own discoveries and practise performing them too! Try :
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poems/children/funny/

Try a quiz about using the internet

The internet is playing a greater part in our lives right now. It is important to remind ourselves, every now and again, of the importance of staying safe online. ‘Safer internet day’ is coming up next week on February 9th. Read through the questions on :

https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/internet-safety-ks2-quiz/
It is a multiple choice quiz and is well worth a visit.

This week’s reading comprehension

Read the newspaper article detailing a rather fortunate lottery win for one lucky couple. You might want to read it out to someone at home too. Compete the questions to show what you have understood. In school, we take the opportunity to write our responses in full sentences as additional writing practise. 

Cards for discussion ( Linked to our study of the Romans )

Julius Caesar is one of the most famous leaders in all of History. Visit

https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/sites/default/files/juliuscaesarfactcards_0.pdf
Click on the fact cards where you can read some fascinating facts about his life and his achievements. You might want to carry out a little research yourself, to find out more about something you have read today.
