Thomas Russell Junior School 

Weekly Overview - Year 4 – Spring 1 – Week 6
This week, we will be splitting children into three different groups for our maths Zooms so that children are grouped with others of similar confidence and ability. This will help us to work at the right pace and level for your child. We believe that this worked well when teaching ‘time’ and is something that we know many parents welcomed. You should have received an email letting you know who will be teaching your child for maths next week. Please contact their class teacher if you have not yet received this email. Note: children will remain with their usual teacher for English. 
	Reading

Don’t forget these links which may provide some inspiration when looking for books which may interest your child:

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
We are keen for children to continue to read 5 times a week and each week we are going to direct you to some different articles that your child may enjoy reading. Any resources you need can be found in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that they have to read them all. It would be great if your child could send their comments about ONE of the reading activities they have chosen to their teacher.

Full details of this week’s articles can be found at the end of this document after the Zoom timetable. 


	Follow-on tasks

Whilst we are trying to work with the children to complete their daily tasks during our Zoom lessons, we do sometimes set additional follow-on tasks for children to complete independently prior to their next lesson. E.g. a reading task for English or a maths task designed to help us assess the children’s understanding of a particular topic. In addition, every week we are setting MyMaths and SPAG.com activities for children to complete on Friday morning. We would very much appreciate if you could encourage your child(ren) to complete these activities as it really helps us to plan our future lessons and understand how we can best support their learning.
These tasks will be highlighted in red on the overview.


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Zoom 1
English

09:45 – 10:45
	Resource Prior to the lesson, it would be great if you could reread ‘Rainforests’ (the non-chronological report you read a few weeks ago) and think about what the main features of this text are. 

Resource A planning sheet for a non-chronological report to use in the lesson.

This week, we will be writing a non-chronological report to complete our topic. This will be a great opportunity to show yourself and others how much you now know about rainforests. We will write our first draft on the planning sheet or on paper. You may then choose to type it up on the computer afterwards. 

Today, we will be discussing the layout, language and punctuation we use in non-chronological reports and then writing our opening paragraph.  

Follow-on task; 

Take a look at the Rainforest Layers PowerPoint to recap on the different layer names, what they are like and which animals live there, to help you with your writing tomorrow. 
	Resources Bring any notes you have about rainforests and the copy of ‘Rainforests’ which you were asked to read before yesterday’s lesson plus ‘Non-chronological Report Sentence Openers’.

In our starter today, we will be revisiting plural possessive apostrophes. 

.
Today, we will be writing one of our main paragraphs for our non-chronological report. We will be writing about the different layers in the rainforest so come prepared with lots of knowledge you can use. 

We will be having a try at using subject specific language and formal conjunctions like; in addition, as a result, moreover, consequently. 

You may then choose to write an additional main paragraph using your knowledge. 

Follow-on task;

Read the articles entitled Palm Oil and Deforestation, which you may have already read as a follow-on task or a daily dipper. Here you will learn about some of the challenges facing rainforests which will be very useful for your closing paragraph tomorrow.
	Resources Palm Oil and Deforestation information sheets
In our starter today, we will be revisiting plural possessive apostrophes. 

Today, we will be writing the closing paragraph of our non-chronological report. This will summarise our report, provide general information and consider what the future holds for rainforests (thinking about deforestation and the use of rainforest land for farming).  
Follow-on task:
Tomorrow’s lesson will be a discussion with your classmates about book recommendations. These can be ones you have read yourself or ones that are being read to you. We would like you to come ready to the lesson with

-*3 words you would choose to describe the book.  

-If fiction, which character you would most like to be and why. 

- A person in Year 4 that you would recommend it to. 

If possible, please bring a copy of the book with you so your classmates can see what it looks like. 
	Resources our 3 words to describe the book, which character you would like to be, who you would recommend it to and a copy of the book. 
In our starter today, we will be revisiting plural possessive apostrophes. 

Today, we will be using the breakout rooms to share details about books you have enjoyed reading or listening to. We hope you will find this a nice way to spend your final English lesson before half term and it may give you some more reading ideas. 
Follow-on task: 
You may choose to add a glossary or some key facts to your non-chronological report. You can use information you have already found through research or you might wish to watch this entertaining video about rainforest facts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgU7gsBOhUI


	10:45 – 11:15
	BREAK TIME


	Zoom 2

Maths
11:15 – 12:15
	This week, we are revisiting fractions. We will be learning how to add and subtract fractions and finding out all about improper fractions and mixed numbers.
Today, we will start with finding out about improper fractions and how we can convert improper fractions into mixed numbers.
Please print off the sheet for your group or have it open on a separate tab on your computer/tablet before joining the lesson. 
Follow-on task:
Complete any unfinished calculations.
	Mrs Howell and Mrs Preston.
Today, we are continuing to work with mixed numbers and improper fractions. Our focus today will be converting from a mixed number to improper fractions.
Please print off the sheet for your group or have it open on a separate tab on your computer/tablet before joining the lesson. 
Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.
Mrs Rollins.

Today, we will be revisiting using a PV grid to divide by 10 and 100 as well as converting from decimals to fractions/mixed numbers.
Follow-on task: Try the task set on MyMaths.

	In today’s lesson will be learning to add and subtract fractions. 

Please print out the sheet for your group or have it open on a separate tab on your computer/tablet before joining the lesson.

Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.
	In today’s lesson we will be applying many of the skills that we have learned in Y4 to help us to add and subtract fractions. We will use our previous understanding of equivalent fractions to help add or subtract fractions with different denominators.
Some children will also move on to adding and subtracting fractions which are represented as mixed numbers.

The sheet is available for printing if you would like it however it will be displayed on the teacher’s screen during the lesson.

Follow-on task: Challenge yourself to complete 3 additional questions, which you didn’t finish during the lesson. If you are feeling very confident, challenge yourself with one of the later questions.


	12:20 – 1:10
	LUNCHTIME


	Friday Activities
	Don’t forget your Zoom this morning with Mrs Howell or Mrs Preston. It is a chance for the whole class to have a virtual get together before the end of term. It will start at 9.45 and should last approximately 45 minutes.
Maths

1.Times tables.

Time how long it takes you to complete your current times table then spend some time on TT Rockstars playing in the house battle. The battle ends at 1:30 today. Try to earn at least 300 points for your House. Please contact Mrs Preston on DPreston@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk if you can’t remember your login details.

2. MyMaths

Try the task set for you on MyMaths. Remember, if you don’t get 100% first time, try again – you can use the online lesson to help you. If you can’t remember your password for MyMaths, please contact your class teacher.

Spellings.

This week is Term 2a week 6
The ten spelling dictation sentences are available in the spellings folder if you have someone at home who can read them out for you. The spelling list for next half-term is also available in the spelling folder.

When you have finished, we would like everyone to complete some of the tasks set on SPAG.com. 


This week’s Year 4 reading dippers (for any day at any time)
The idea of ‘reading dippers’ is that you can dip into alternative texts to read. Any resources you need will be in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that you have got to read them all. We would like you to send your comments about ONE of the reading activities to your teacher.
An opportunity to read out loud
Next week, Tuesday 16th February, it’s Pancake Day. Read how Pancake Day came about, where the name comes from and of course, how to make them from scratch! You never know, you might make them over half term.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/shrove-tuesday-facts/
Read how Tik Tok changed the fortunes of Nathan Evans

Visit the ‘Newsround’ links below to read up on the success of this Scottish postman who is now set to sign a record deal. There is also a little quiz to complete after exploring why shanties were written.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/55793528
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/55885104
Have a go yourself. Try a couple of verses ( although the tune does become a bit of an ear worm( ) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auI9Cx8SGX4
This week’s reading comprehension
Read and respond to what you learn about deforestation.

Act out (in character) a scene linked to our study of the Romans

We have learnt so far in our History topic that the Romans had had two attempts to invade Britain and expand their rule (in 55BC and 54BC) but didn’t quite crack it. It’s now 43AD and Cladius is ruling Rome. He is desperate to conquer Britain. Read the playscript in the reading dippers file to discover how he was feeling at that time. You might like to ask someone in your family to take the part of another character too.
