Thomas Russell Junior School 

Year 4 – Curriculum Overview – Spring 1
Focus on these activities during your afternoon learning.  You can plan your timetable however suits you best – covering a small part of each subject each week as we do in school, or alternatively have a week focussing on one subject, then move on.

	Science

Living things and their habitats
	History 
The Romans
	Computing
Programming

	Objectives:

· To understand how animals can be classified according to their characteristics

· To explore microhabitats of invertebrates

· To investigate the threats posed to habitats
	Objectives:
· To explore the Roman Empire and the invasion of Britain

· To understand how the Roman Empire affected different people in Britain
· To understand what daily life was like in Britain at this time
· To understand why Claudius invaded and what came as a result

· To understand the legacy that the Romans have left behind


	Objectives:

· To write and debug programs
· To program sprites and alter their characteristics

	Suggested activities:

Use the powerpoint in the resources file to see how living things can be grouped.
You might like to see which invertebrates you can find living in certain areas of your garden using the ‘Invertebrate Hunt’ for some background information.
Watch the videos to broaden your knowledge of vertebrates and invertebrates. Can you complete the classification key in the resources file to identify each creature?

	Suggested activities:
Why not ‘roam’ through this series of sessions at your own pace. You can stop and start them to suit you. It might take you a few weeks to make your discoveries.

Google ‘The National Oak Academy’ and under subjects, you will find a series of lessons on ‘The Romans’. Join in and explore. You might like to record your fascinating facts on your journey through one or a series of sessions. It’s up to you. But most importantly, enjoy!


	Suggested activities:

Watch the BBC bite size video to remind you what an algorithm is.
To get started, have a look at an online tutorial to get a feel for scratch. Try the link below :

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/15883452/studios/
You’ll need to register – it is free.
Look at the jumbled algorithm in the resources file. Can you order it so that it runs in a logical order?

Experiment with sprite movement cards in the curriculum resources file to see what the scripts will do.



	Useful Links:
How and why we classify animals
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx
Vertebrate or invertebrate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/zp6g7p3
Human impact on the environment

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-human-impact-on-the-environment/zf9nvk7
	Useful Links:
National Oak Academy
             Roman Empire ebook (see resources file)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLLP3JsCeKs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007np9g/clips
	Useful Links:
A reminder of what an algorithm is
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3tbwmn/articles/z3whpv4
A tutorial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x14G4DCk4nY



	Design Technology 
Kites
	Music


	PE

Gymnastics

	Objectives:
To understand how kites work and what makes them successful in flight
To investigate their shapes and the suitability of materials

To design, construct and evaluate a kite


	Objectives:
Objectives:

· To talk about the musical dimensions working together in the Unit songs e.g. if the song gets louder in the chorus (dynamics). 

· Talk about music and how it makes them feel.

· Improvise using instruments in the context of a song they are learning to perform. Use the improvisation tracks provided and improvise using the Bronze, Silver or Gold Challenges. 

 For example:

Copy Back – Listen and sing back melodic patterns 

Play and Improvise – Using instruments, listen and play your own answer using one note. ○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to improvise using one note.


	Objectives:
To develop a sequence of movements which includes :
· a range of different body shapes at different heights
· a variety of balances using different body parts to support weight
· controlled jumps and landings
· variations in speed 


	Suggested activities:
Take a look at the video to get you thinking about different kites and why they might be successful

Look at the ‘Kite Shapes’ ppt to broaden your knowledge
Use the kite design example sheet to give you an idea about how you can map out the basic structure of a kite
Watch a video on how you might build one
Why not build one?  What will you make it out of?

Why? You could make a video – summarising the design, planning and construction of your kite . 
Above all, have fun exploring.

	Suggested activities:
Your child has been provided with a log on for Charanga Music.  Emails will be sent out shortly directing you as to how to log on.  Once logged in, access the unit set and complete a range of activities including:

1. Learn to sing the song Blackbird;

2. Listen to and appraise a range of Beatles songs;

3. Clapping, pitch and rhythm games;

4. Improvising rhythms using clapping or instruments at home (you could even make your own instrument); and, 

Composition: create your own instrumental section to play along with the song.  Children could use instruments at home or Apps such as Garage Band.

	Suggested activities:
Lesson 4 on ‘Yorkshire sport.org’ (Rock and roll gymnastics)
Lesson 21 on’ Yorkshire sport.org’ (basic shapes)
   Lesson 24(Gym shapes and travel)
Use the link (at the bottom of the document) on Yorkshire Sport.org to watch the videos for inspiration. Unless you copy the entire link, they are very tricky to find on this website.


	Useful Links:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/norfolk/kids/make_kite.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X724ikKH4kE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc3AUuuj9_I


	Useful Links:

https://www.entrustinteractivemusic.co.uk/yumu

	Useful Links:
http://peplanning.org.uk/downloads/pe-at-home/



	RE / PHSE
	Watch out each week for Zoom invitations to Mrs Sharpe’s Assemblies, which will cover a whole host of activities, but contain a key focus on mindfulness and wellbeing during the pandemic.


https://www.yorkshiresport.org/get-active/thisispe/?gclid=CjwKCAiAouD_BRBIEiwALhJH6DJFWBdxToKVOlI2rd9T2N_FCYMw4TgEr5c_RwL2cNsQvG6wi2FLxxoCF8cQAvD_BwE
