Thomas Russell Junior School 

Year 4 – Curriculum Overview – Spring 2
Focus on these activities during your afternoon learning.  You can plan your timetable however suits you best – covering a small part of each subject each week as we do in school, or alternatively have a week focussing on one subject, then move on.

	Science

Scientists and inventors
	History 
The Romans part II (this spans over 2 half terms)
	Computing
Word Processing

	Objectives:

· To recognise that environments change and the legacy of Gerald Durrell 
· To explore how the discovery of oxygen, the telephone and electricity changed scientific ideas
· To make discoveries through carrying out observations and experiments.
	Objectives:
· To understand how the Romans changed Britain
· To explore how the beliefs of the Ancient Greeks were similar to those of the Romans
· To understand why the Romans left Britain and the lasting legacy that they left behind

	Objectives:

· To edit, resize and import content into Word
· To create columns and tables
· To use additional features to enhance the layout of reports or posters

	Suggested activities:

Use the ‘Madagascar in danger and Durrell powerpoint’ in the resources file to begin to understand how species in Madagascar were saved through the work of Durrell. 
You might like to set up the enquiry into the effects of soil erosion (see investigating deforestation sheet).
Carry out your own independent research on one of the following scientists :
Priestly and Lavoisier, Alexander Bell, Thomas Edison or Washington Sheffield. You might like to create a powerpoint or poster about your discoveries

Having read a brief summary about how toothpaste came to market (Toothpaste Powerpoint,) why not make your own - following the guidance in the ‘Invention Sheet’. Use the ‘Testing Sheet’ to compare its effectiveness in removing stains. Please note this is not real toothpaste and should not be used on your teeth.


	Suggested activities:
On National Oak Academy, you can continue your quest through the topic. There are 5 sessions remaining for this half term. You can stop and start the lessons to suit you. 

Google ‘The National Oak Academy’ and under subjects, you will find a series of lessons on ‘The Romans’. Join in and explore. You might like to record your fascinating facts on your journey through one or a series of sessions. It’s up to you. But most importantly, enjoy and share what you have learnt.

	Suggested activities:

Why not create an information poster to include some interesting facts about one of your pets ? Alternatively, you could use your English work from last half term, to detail facts you discovered about the Amazon rainforest. Try to demonstrate the skills listed above.
Use the link below which shows you how to create and edit tables. You could create a timetable and put in the jobs which you do each day to help around the house (((
Use the link below to find out more about how the spellchecker works. Use your skills to edit the document in the resources file called ‘Spellcheck Activity Sheet’ ‘which has an abundance of errors.


	Useful Links:
An introduction to John Priestly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkcb4wx
Deforestation
https://www.chesterzoo.org/schools/resources/what-is-deforestation/
An overview of Bell’s life
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/true-stories-alexander-graham-bell/zf7gd6f
Edison – A home schooled inventor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5e2s-he6Ig

	Useful Links:
National Oak Academy
Roman Empire ebook
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-h-4502-the-roman-empire-ebook
Who was Boudicca and what did she accomplish?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC7ONgTJGKw

	Useful Links:
Centralising and changing fonts & creating tables
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1z6t7mgOrsE
How to create bulleted lists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85UJ4T9peiM
Inserting text boxes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVgh5r4J80w
How to spellcheck

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-spell-check-basics-99b8e616-5728-4e5d-b282-9ebcf316ec5e



	Art
European Artists
	Music


	PE

Outdoor and adventurous

	Objectives:
· To know about great artists, architects and designers in history 
· To evaluate and analyse creative works
· To improve your mastery of sketching
· To develop your use of materials through creativity

	Objectives:
· To talk about the musical dimensions working together in the Unit songs e.g. if the song gets louder in the chorus (dynamics). 

· Talk about music and how it makes them feel.

· Improvise using instruments in the context of a song they are learning to perform. Use the improvisation tracks provided and improvise using the Bronze, Silver or Gold Challenges. 

 For example:

Copy Back – Listen and sing back melodic patterns 

Play and Improvise – Using instruments, listen and play your own answer using one note. ○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to improvise using one note.
	Objectives:
· To develop problem solving skills through outdoor activities
· To develop hand eye co-ordination

· To develop special awareness

· To orientate a map



	Suggested activities:
Read the Corbusier ppt to find out about this artist. Use the question prompts in there to critigue his style.
Have a go at creating your own building in Corbusier’s style using a variety of different shapes. You might want to develop your own templates or you can use the ‘Shapes Activity Sheet’ for your templates in the file.
Watch a video on Rembrandts life and work. What do you notice about his style?
Read the Rembrandt ppt which shows you how to make a portrait using a rubber. Rembrandt used darkness and shade to emphasise features in his work.

	Suggested activities:
Your child has been provided with a log on for Charanga Music.  Emails will be sent out shortly directing you as to how to log on.  Once logged in, access the unit set and complete a range of activities including:

1. Learn to sing the song Blackbird;

2. Listen to and appraise a range of Beatles songs;

3. Clapping, pitch and rhythm games;

4. Improvising rhythms using clapping or instruments at home (you could even make your own instrument); and, 

Composition: create your own instrumental section to play along with the song.  Children could use instruments at home or Apps such as Garage Band.

	Suggested activities:
Lesson 16 on ‘Yorkshire sport.org’ (Horizontal climbing)
Lesson 23 on’ Yorkshire sport.org’ (orienteering)
   Lesson 5 on ‘Yorkshire sport.org(Balloon blasting)
Use the link (at the bottom of the entire document) on Yorkshire Sport.org to watch the videos for inspiration. Unless you copy the entire link, they are very tricky to find on this website.
You could use the ‘Orienteering at home’ suggestion pack in the resources file to create your own map and challenges in your outdoor space.


	Useful Links:

Rembrandt https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NR5sC5fu8-8
	Useful Links:

https://www.entrustinteractivemusic.co.uk/yumu

	Useful Links:
See link at the foot of the document


	RE / PHSE
	Watch out each week for Zoom invitations to Mrs Sharpe’s Assemblies, which will cover a whole host of activities, but contain a key focus on mindfulness and wellbeing during the pandemic.

	
	


https://www.yorkshiresport.org/get-active/thisispe/?gclid=CjwKCAiAouD_BRBIEiwALhJH6DJFWBdxToKVOlI2rd9T2N_FCYMw4TgEr5c_RwL2cNsQvG6wi2FLxxoCF8cQAvD_BwE
