Thomas Russell Junior School 

Year 6 – Curriculum Overview – afternoon activities – Spring 2
Focus on these activities during your afternoon learning.  You can plan your timetable however suits you best – covering a small part of each subject each week as we do in school, or alternatively have a week focussing on one subject, then move on.

	Science

Living things and their environment
	Geography
California
	ICT
Programming

	LESSON 1 (Zoom Lesson on Friday 26th February)
LO: To can sort and group animals based on their features. 

LO: To give reasons for the way I have classified animals. 

LESSON 2

LO: To learn how to group these woodland animals and make a classification key to identify them?

	LESSON 1 

LO: To begin to know and locate on a map the capital city of California, other man-made features.
LESSON 2 

LO: To know and become more familiar with the map the capital city of California, other man-made features.


	LO: To learn ‘What makes a good computer game?
LO: To learn how do you design a good character?


	RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND IN THE SCIENCE FOLDER. 
LESSON 1 Activities 

CLASSIFYING CONUNDRUMS     
What is Classification? Read the PPT to help you to understand classification. Follow the tasks from the PowerPoint. Resources are in the science folder in week 1 February 22. 
Your challenge, when you are going through the PPT, is to sort and group the snacks shown on the Lesson Presentation. Once you have split them once, think about splitting the snacks into smaller and smaller groups.

Further on in the presentation, you will be acting as taxonomists to classify animals for a new zoo. You will need to sort and group the animals using either the ONE STAR or THREE STAR Zoo Animals List sheets, and then, look at the Zoo Classification Activity Sheet example to help you sort the animals. You can either use the Zoo Classification Activity Sheet or create your own diagram. One way might be to sort and group the animals based on their similarities and differences.
What is a taxonomist? 

Good luck, 

LESSON 2 Activities 

Using the BP Animal Classification key poster, you will learn how living things are classified into broad groups and observe key similarities and differences in woodland creatures native to the UK. You will develop classification keys of your own as an independent learning task.
Follow the steps at the bottom of the first poster: 

Step 1 Look carefully at the characteristics of each animal.
Step 2 What question could you ask to split these animals into two groups?

Step 3 Choose one group. What question could you ask to split this group into two more groups?

Step 4 Keep asking a question until you end up with just one animal in each of your groups.

Step 5 You have just made a classification key!
Once inspired, check out the ‘Be an animal investigator’ poster. You will discover how to identify species such as amphibians, mammals and reptiles, their characteristics and learn key science vocabulary. Follow the steps at the bottom of the page to help your learning. 


	RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND IN THE GEOGRAPHY FOLDER. 
LESSON 1 Activities 

Complete the activity: ‘The answer is...’ 

Write three interesting questions to give the answers below. You could use atlases, the internet or reference books to find the information.

SO●● if the answer is California...What could be three questions which would require the answer California? 
●● The answer is Sacramento.

●● The answer is the Death Valley.

●● The answer is San Andreas Fault.
Challenge 2: 

Using the map of California, put it face down on the table. Try really hard not to look at the map before the activity. In order for you to copy the map like a human photocopier, you must ONLY turn over and study at the map for 1 minute, then place it face down and begin to draw it from memory. You will then repeat this 5 times. The aim is to memorise the map and get to know the key features. Once you have done this, compare the original with your copied version and edit if necessary. Good luck. 

LESSON 2 Activities 

Focus on ‘Odd one out’. Each row has an odd one out. Use reference books, atlases and the internet, to find which is the odd one out and give your reasoning. Now replace the odd one out with another one that fits the group. You should record your answers on the photocopiable sheet.  
CHALLENGE: Create a description, in no more than 140 words, about the location and main features of California, using a simple, map of California, atlases and the internet. 
Try to write the description as a geographer. You should use terms such as north, south, east and west (not left or right); say in which continent California is located and its relative position (that is, which states, countries and seas border with it); give the state capital and other important cities; and mention any major human and physical features. 


	RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND IN THE ICT FOLDER. 
Activities 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs7s4wx/articles/zw96tfr 

Read through the webpage, stopping to watch the video in section: What makes games fun?
CHALLENGE 1: Make your own computer game.

You need to think about: How will a sprite move across the screen? (A sprite is a computer graphic such as a character.)

What rules control the world your character lives in? Is there gravity in your game?

How will enemies behave and move?

What happens when the world, the sprites and the enemies come into contact?

Answering these questions is part of the development process. It will give you an idea of how your game will behave, which will help you make the best game you can.
LESSON 2 Activities

Read through the webpage, https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv63d2p/articles/zprj7ty 

stopping to watch the video in the first section of ‘How do you design a good character?’ 

The aim is to make you think about creating your character(s)
The site tells you that there are lots of different things to think about when you are creating new characters. 

Good luck creating yours. Make sure you follow the information from the BBC. 


	Useful Links:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2--ks3-classification-of-organisms/zh7g92p 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx 

	Useful Links:

https://www.coolkidfacts.com/california-facts/ 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/states/california/ 
	Useful Links:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs7s4wx/articles/zw96tfr 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv63d2p/articles/zprj7ty 

 


	Design Technology 

Food from around the world
	Music 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air
	PE

Athletics

	LESSON 1 AND 2

LO: To understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients are grown in the context of looking at where a variety of ingredients come from.

	Lesson 1
LO: To know the features of a rap song.

Lesson 2:

LO: To sing a rap song in time thinking about tempo and rhythm.


	Lesson 1 and 2
LO:

 1. Choose the appropriate speed to run at for the distance to be covered.
2. Choose the appropriate throwing technique to meet the demands of the task.

3. Choose the appropriate jumping technique to meet the demands of the task.

	RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND IN THE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY FOLDER. 

LESSON 1 Activities 
Investigate the following foods: lemongrass, root ginger, pak choi, lime, and figs. If you have them at home, great, if not use the internet/ reference books to help. Find out: Where they from? How is it prepared? If you are able to, find out what it taste like? How might you eat it/ what other foods would you eat it with? 

This time we are going to investigate a Mango. If you have got one at home, great, if not use the internet/ reference books to help you answer the questions.  

Where does it come from? How is it prepared? (You can find out how to prepare the mango using this video clip http://www.mango.org/en/About-Mangos/How-to-Cut-a-Mango  

What does it taste like? Allow children to try a small sample of the mango (ensure you have permission first from a parent/carer). How might you eat it/what other food could you eat it with? 
LESSON 2 Activities 

Exploring Ingredients: Use the Global Foods Photo Pack. Look at each food and use the Global Foods Activity Sheet to write down your answers to the questions. Remember you can use the internet to help you. 

You can also use the world map on the Lesson Presentation; to find out the places in the world where the ingredients flourish. 

*Around the world people use different ingredients in their cooking and these help to make up a healthy and varied diet.
Have fun! 


	Lesson 1:  Activities
1. Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Old School Hip Hop) 
● Listen and Appraise - The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air by Will Smith: Play the song. Use your body to find the pulse whilst scrolling through/using the on-screen questions as a focus. The coloured timeline denotes the song sections. After listening, talk about the song and answer the questions using correct musical language. 

2. Musical Activities:

 a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air: 
b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity) 
c. Learn to Sing the Song - The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air: Start to learn to sing the song.

3. Perform ● Performance -The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air: Learn and perform The Fresh Prince of Bel Air

Lesson 2 Activities:

1. Listen and Appraise (begin to recognise the basic style indicators of Old School Hip Hop) 
● Listen and Appraise - Me, Myself And I by De La Soul: Play the song. Use your body to find the pulse whilst scrolling through/using the on-screen questions as a focus. After listening, talk about the song and answer the questions using correct musical language. 
● Listen and Appraise - The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air (if you want to): How are the songs different, how are they similar? 
2. Musical Activities 
a. Warm-up Games (including vocal warm-ups) - The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air.
 b. Flexible Games (an optional extension activity.) 
c. Learn to Sing the Song -The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air : Continue to sing the song. 
d. Play Your Instruments with the Song: You could use any instruments you have at home or an App such as Garage Band.

3. 3. Perform ● Performance - The Fresh Prince Of Bel Air: Perform. Sing and play instrumental parts within the song.
	Reaction time: In a sporting context, reaction time means how fast an athlete is able to respond to a stimulus, such as the starting gun in a running race. It is a strength that can be improved with practice. 

1. The Ruler Drop Test: Work with a friend or family member to test your reaction skills using a ruler. 

• Person A sits on a chair at a table with their forearm extended over the edge of the table. 

• Person B holds a ruler vertically, 2cm above person A’s hand. Number one should be at the bottom and number 30 at the top.

 • Person B will release the ruler, without any warning, for person A to catch using their thumb and index finger. 

• When Person A catches it, record the number on the ruler displayed just over the thumb. The lower the number, the faster your reaction time. 

Can you improve your reaction time with practice?
2. Relay running:

The ‘Downsweep’ is one of many different techniques that can be used for passing the baton in a relay race. 

• Maintain an arm’s length between runners. • Hold out your hand behind you, palm up and open for receiving. 

• Grip (don’t snatch) as soon as you feel the baton in your hand.

 • Keep your eyes ahead, don’t turn around. 

• Hold the baton at one end so there is enough surface area to grasp the baton at the other end on passing. Teach a friend or family member the downsweep technique using a rolled-up newspaper or baton shaped object.

Top Tip: It might help if the incoming runner calls out, “Hand!” so that the front runner knows when to hold out their open hand behind them to receive the baton.
3. Endurance running:

 Practise running over longer distances and testing your endurance and stamina by playing a game of ‘Cat and Mouse’. You will need at least four people for this game. How to play: Two teams (of two or more people) line up in separate places, at an equal distance apart, around a marked-out circuit. On the signal, the first runner from each team runs round the circle and back to their starting point to tag the next person in their team. Runner two then completes the circuit and so on. This is a continuous relay until one team catches the other.
4. Hurdling:

 Hurdling is one of the most demanding events in track and field athletics. Hurdlers must strengthen and work on several different muscle groups in their training, including the core muscles, hip flexors and calves. Try these different muscle strengthening exercises: 
• Squats – how many can you do in 20 seconds?
 • The plank – can you hold it for 30 seconds? 
• Mountain Climbers – do 10, have a break and repeat.
5. The Heave Throw: This is a two-handed throw over the head that uses the whole body to generate maximum momentum. It is similar to the technique used for the hammer throw in athletics. 
• Start with your back facing the direction of the throw and your feet shoulder-width apart.
 • Hold the ball with two hands.
 • Bend down, swinging the ball between your legs.
 • Straighten your legs while swinging the ball upwards and backwards over the head. • The back should be kept upright and the arms long and straight.
How far can you throw using this technique?
Can you measure your throw accurately?
6. Standing Triple Jump: The men's standing triple jump was a track & field athletics event at the 1900 and the 1904 Summer Olympic Games. Ray Ewry set the first Olympic record in this event with 10.58 metres. Here is the standing triple jump technique: 
• Start with one foot on the ground. 
• Hop on to the same foot. 
• Step on to the other foot. 
• Leap, so that both feet leave the ground, swinging your arms forwards and upwards (this is the jump phase). 
• Land on both feet at the same time. 
See how many hop, step and jumps it takes you to achieve the same distance as Ray Ewry did back in 1900?

	
	
	

	Useful Links:
http://www.mango.org/en/About-Mangos/How-to-Cut-a-Mango 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Opt06QF9WY 

    
	Useful Links:

https://www.entrustinteractivemusic.co.uk/yumu

	Useful Links:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/physical-education-ks1-ks2-lets-get-active/z72yjhv 


	RE / PHSE
	Watch out each week for Zoom invitations to Mrs Sharpe’s Assemblies, which will cover a whole host of activities, but contain a key focus on mindfulness and wellbeing during the pandemic.


