Thomas Russell Junior School 

Weekly Overview - Year 4 – Spring 2 – Week 7
Welcome back 😊. We hope you have all had a good half-term and are feeling ready and refreshed for the second half of the Spring Term. We will continue to work in streamed maths groups this week. As we are starting work on area and perimeter, the children are likely to find it easier to have printed copies of the maths activity sheets. If you do not have access to printing facilities, please contact your child’s teacher and we can arrange for a pack to be printed for you to collect from school. In our English lessons, we are starting our ‘stories with humour’ unit and will be reading Mr Stink by David Walliams and beginning to plan for our own David Walliams style story. 
	Reading

Don’t forget these links which may provide some inspiration when looking for books which may interest your child:

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
We are keen for children to continue to read 5 times a week and each week we are going to direct you to some different articles that your child may enjoy reading. Any resources you need can be found in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that they have to read them all. It would be great if your child could send their comments about ONE of the reading activities they have chosen to their teacher.
Full details of this week’s articles can be found at the end of this document after the Zoom timetable.



	Follow-on tasks

Whilst we are trying to work with the children to complete their daily tasks during our Zoom lessons, we do sometimes set additional follow-on tasks for children to complete independently prior to their next lesson. E.g. a reading task for English or a maths task designed to help us assess the children’s understanding of a particular topic. In addition, every week we are setting MyMaths and SPAG.com activities for children to complete on Friday morning. We would very much appreciate if you could encourage your child(ren) to complete these activities as it really helps us to plan our future lessons and understand how we can best support their learning.
These tasks will be highlighted in red on the overview.


	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Zoom 1
English

09:45 – 10:45
	Pre-lesson activity: read or listen to chapter 1 of Mr Stink (or Part 1 YouTube which takes 10 minutes to listen to)
https://

 HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mDx5BMGC_w&list=PLMM1mVy8OPK1ryUz8ZtHJrvjOm-ro7RuM" www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mDx5BMGC_w&list=PLMM1mVy8OPK1ryUz8ZtHJrvjOm-ro7RuM
From this link, you can find all of the other parts of the story. 

Today, we are going to be learning about personal pronouns and possessive determiners. We will be replacing some nouns with personal pronouns and possessive determiners. We will then re-write the extract so that it sounds better than the original piece. 
Resource Short extract from Mr Stink to edit.
Follow-on task: read or listen to ch 2,3,4, and 5 of Mr Stink (YouTube parts 2 and 3 takes 30 mins in total). Make a note of any clues or ideas Chloe has about Mr Stink’s past.

	Resources 1. Mr Stink’s backstory questions sheet. 
2. Mr Stink (if you have a copy)

Today’s starter will be a recap of possessive determiners. 

Today, we will be thinking about a possible backstory for the character of Mr Stink. What was his life like as a young adult? What event happened to change his life? How did he end up on that bench? 

We will be looking at the ideas Chloe has and the clues we have come across in the book. 

We will then think about what our backstory might be and answer questions on the sheet.  

Follow-on task: read of listen to ch 6,7 and 8 of Mr Stink. (YouTube part 4 tasks 20 mins) Continue to make notes about clues to Mr Stink’s past. 

	Resources 1. Mr Stink’s backstory question sheet with answers from yesterday.
2. I SAW A WABUB subordinating conjunctions sheet. 

3. Adverbials sheet.

4. Mr Stink (if you have a copy)

Today’s starter will be a recap of personal pronouns. 
Today, we will be writing the first paragraph of our three paragraph backstory using ‘slow writing’. We will practise using lots of Year 4 writing criteria such as expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and subordinating conjunctions. Paragraph one will be about Mr Stink’s life in his 20s and 30s.   
Follow-on task: read or listen to ch9,10, 11, 12, 13 and 14. (YouTube part 5 and 6 takes 30 mins in total). Keep collecting ideas about Mr Stink’s past. 
 
	Resources 1. Mr Stink’s backstory question sheet with answers from Tuesday.

2. I SAW A WABUB subordinating conjunctions sheet 

3. Adverbials sheet
4. ISPACE sheet
5. Success Criteria

6. Mr Stink (if you have a copy)

Today’s starter will be looking at possessive pronouns.

Today, we will be writing paragraphs two and three of your backstory. Paragraph 2 will be about the event that changed Mr Stink’s life and paragraph 3 will be about how Mr Stink ended up on that bench. We will focus on using interesting sentence starters throughout this piece of writing.  
Follow-on task: read or listen to ch15, 16 and 17. (YouTube part 7 takes 14 mins) 


	10:45 – 11:15
	BREAK TIME


	Note: please contact your class teacher if you would like to pick up a resources pack from school

	Zoom 2

Maths
11:15 – 12:15
	This week, we are learning how to find the area and perimeter of rectilinear shapes. 
We will start with by finding the area by counting squares.
In order for children to work at a pace suitable for them, please print out the sheet for their group prior to joining the lesson
Follow-on task:
Complete any unfinished calculations.
	Today, we are continuing to work on finding area and will be using a range of different problems to help embed your understanding.
In order for children to work at a pace suitable for them, please print out the sheet for their group prior to joining the lesson.
Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.
	In today’s lesson we will be learning about perimeter and exploring how to find the perimeter of rectilinear shapes. 

In order for children to work at a pace suitable for them, please print out the sheet for their group prior to joining the lesson.
Follow-on task: Finish any questions not completed during the lesson.
	In today’s lesson we will be applying many of the skills that we have learned this week to tackle area and perimeter problems. 
In order for children to work at a pace suitable for them, please print out the sheet for their group prior to joining the lesson.
Follow-on task: 

	12:20 – 1:10
	LUNCHTIME


	Friday Activities
	9:45 Join your class teacher for a science lesson via Zoom. This week we will be finding out about different scientists and their discoveries. 
Maths

1.Times tables.

Time how long it takes you to complete your current times table then spend some time on TT Rockstars Try to earn at least 300 points. Please contact Mrs Preston on DPreston@thomasrussell-junior.staffs.sch.uk if you can’t remember your login details.

2. MyMaths

Try the task set for you on MyMaths. Remember, if you don’t get 100% first time, try again – you can use the online lesson to help you. If you can’t remember your password for MyMaths, please contact your class teacher.

Spellings.

This week is Term 2b week 1
The ten spelling dictation sentences are available in the spellings folder if you have someone at home who can read them out for you. The spelling list for this half-term is also available in the spelling folder.

When you have finished, we would like everyone to complete some of the tasks set on SPAG.com. 


This week’s Year 4 reading dippers (for any day at any time)
The idea of ‘reading dippers’ is that you can dip into alternative texts to read. Any resources you need will be in the ‘reading dippers’ file on the website. Please do not feel that you have got to read them all. We would like you to send your comments about ONE of the reading activities to your teacher.
An opportunity to read and discuss
Fairtrade fortnight is between 22nd February and 7th March. Make your way through the powerpoint in the file to discover what is meant by ‘fair trade’ and how we can indirectly help.

Children interviewing David Walliams!

Ahead of World Book Day next week, read how David became a writer and how he responded to the questions he was posed.

Reading comprehension ( linked to our new Science topic on inventors )

Read and respond to what you learn about Thomas Edison whose most famous invention was the electric light bulb.
Read and find definitions

Read the short extract about the Romans and their beliefs using the ‘ Romans and Religion‘ sheet in the resources file. Then, look up the definitions in a dictionary. This is good practice at using a dictionary. Try to explain to someone at home what these aspects of their life meant for the Romans.
