Argument Text 3b - YELLOW


Teachers should not be allowed to give children detentions after school

Detentions – keeping children behind after school – are unnecessary and unpleasant ways of punishing children and should no longer be allowed.   
     
It is certainly true that children do sometimes do naughty things and can be mean or unkind.  Sometimes a child may disrupt the class, making it difficult for other children to learn. Or they might damage school property or someone else’s belongings.  Teachers have to think of ways to stop children doing wrong and to encourage them to behave well.  
      
The very best way to help children to be both hard-working and kind is through positive reinforcement.  This means that teachers notice, praise and reward good behaviour.  When children see that their teachers praise certain things that they do, they will want to do more of these actions. The good feelings they get from being rewarded will encourage them to behave well more often.  Rewards and praise are better ways of helping children to be good than punishing them.  The carrot works better than the stick with a donkey and it is the same with children!  
     
If we need to punish children, then we should choose punishments that relate to the things the child has done wrong.  If a child has been noisy or rude and disrupted the class, then they can be given extra tasks, which help the classroom run smoothly. Perhaps they can tidy the book corner or clean the painting equipment.  If they have been unkind to another child, they can be asked to help someone to do something or go somewhere.  Then the child can be helped to see that behaving well is actually nicer than behaving badly! 
      
But there are other reasons why detentions are not a good idea.  Children spend long hours each day in school.  Children, like adults, need time to relax. They also need to play.  Playing is good for children.  But we know that many children have very little time, either before or after school.  It is quite wrong for teachers to take away this playing time by giving detentions.  It is likely that forcing a child to spend longer hours doing more boring tasks will make them behave worse rather than better. Detention is a most ineffective punishment and we can surely find better ones, such as asking children to do positive things to show that they are sorry.  After all, being sorry is the way in which children learn to change their behaviour – which is the real point!



[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 1 Monday Comprehension 1/Spoken Language 1
