Argument Text 3a – RED and ORANGE


Teachers should be allowed to give children detentions after school

It is clear that giving children detention – that is, making them stay behind after school has finished – is an excellent way of punishing bad behaviour.  
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Children who are naughty or who are unkind to other children must be punished.  If no-one makes them understand that they have done wrong, then they will go on doing bad things.  It is only by making sure that they realise that if they do bad things, then bad things happen to them, that they will stop.
       
Teachers have very few ways of punishing children nowadays. They are not allowed to cane children or hit them.  Neither can they make children feel bad by making them look silly in front of their friends, for example by making them stand on a table or in a corner.   It is certainly not okay nowadays to force a child to scrub the floor or clean the school windows! So teachers do not have much choice when it comes to thinking up good ways of punishing children who are naughty. 
      
Detentions – keeping children in from play, or making them stay behind after school – are ideal punishments. Firstly, children do not like to be in detention.  This is important since a good punishment needs to make children want to behave better.  
     
Secondly, they are not violent or humiliating.  Children are not made to feel silly or sad in front of their friends.  Detentions take place after school, or at playtime, and are not carried out in public.  So other children may not be aware that a child is being punished.  
     
Thirdly, they are fairly effective. No child wants to have to stay behind after school, nor to miss their precious moments of playtime.  Having been given a detention once, a child will try to avoid being given one again. This means that they will behave better and are less likely to be naughty or mean again.  
     
But finally, the best argument is that the detention is traditional. It has been around a long time in British schools.  Even Harry Potter doesn’t escape! Harry, Hermione and Ron find themselves in detention, rightly or wrongly, many times during their six years at Hogwarts school of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  It certainly does not seem to do them any harm.  Neither does it harm children in our schools today.  It is an effective and humane punishment, which puts children off being naughty.  We should definitely keep them.   
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