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Take a look at the artefacts below and choose one to complete the artefact inference grid on the
next page with what you can see, what you can infer and some questions you could ask to deepen
your understanding:

(Use the picture of the Egyptian settlement on the next page to help you)
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What do you notice?

]

What are the people doing?
What tools would they need?
What are they wearing?
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Which person would have used your artefact?
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a) hieroglyphics b) preserved

writing

Ancient Egyptian king or queen ]

keeping an object safe from loss ]
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c) pharaoh
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The Ancient Egyptian civilisation was very different to the Stone Age because specially trained
people, called scribes, had their own special written language. This writing is called hieroglyphs.

Only people at the top of society, like pharaohs, priests and scribes could read and write and it
took years for someone to learn how to do this.
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Hieroglyphs are symbols which represent a letter or sound.
The Ancient Egyptian scribes did not write vowels - a,e,i,o,u - so instead they would write
something like ht for 'hat’.
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] What is the name of the symbols in Ancient Egyptian writing?
Which letters/sounds were not written down?
~ —
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Why do you think scribes were considered important people in Ancient Egypt?
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Stop and jot 2

Complete the hierarchy with what you have learned so far:
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BC (before Christ) and AD (anno domini) are used to say when things happened.

2500BC means 2,500 years before the birth of Jesus Christ.

Every year after the birth of Jesus becomes AD.

Before Christ

100 BC

Complete the table to show when these dates took place:

3560 BC

AD 1000

12 BC

1BC

birth of
Jesus Christ

2

Anno domini

AD 1 AD 100

3560 years before the birth of Jesus Christ

1000 years after the birth of Jesus Christ

12 years before the birth of Jesus Christ
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AD 2020

2020 years after the birth of Jesus Christ

350 BC

350 years before the birth of Jesus Christ

Order these dates from earliest to latest:

AD 129 ‘ 4500 BC

356 BC
AD 1066
479 BC
AD 17
AD 1912
3 BC
4500 BC |»| 4798BC -)[ 356 BC ]9[ 3BC ]-) AD 17 ]-) AD 129 ]-)[AD 1066 -)[ AD 1912
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During archaeological digs, artefacts found deeper in the earth’'s surface are usually older than
those found nearer to the ground we walk on today.

Write the dates in the soil layers so that the earliest date is nearer to the surface and the oldest
date is at the deepest point.

356 BC

AD 17

479 BC

4500 BC \

AD 1066

AD 129

—~_

/

£
\\_—’//////) AD 129
(]~

AD 1912

AD 1066

AD 17

3 BC

356 BC

479 BC

4500 BC
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Write where you think each Egyptian artefact may be found during an archaeological dig.
Remember, the older the artefact, the deeper an archaeologist would discover it. -
m X : 1075 BC 1
Amulet
Mummy mask
Pottery
™~
1550 BC -
Hair ring [
o
Hair ring
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| |:I [Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom ]

Tick the correct box:

The River Nile runs through Egypt
Egypt borders three countries
Egypt borders Turkey

Egypt is in Europe

00QQ
QQDDE

People have lived in Egypt since the beginning of the Stone Age in Britain.
By 5000 BC, they migrated to live near the River Nile where they began to live in large villages.

These settlements grew to create an ancient civilisation which would last thousands of years!

Farming Stonehenge Beaker
introduced built people

L | LU

First coins Roman Empire

minted at its height
5,0 .
!

Rl Hunter-Gatherer life  [emmmnd " m @ Rourlwﬂ‘)]iuses @

|

( Pataeolithic (Stone Age) | ( Mesolithic and Neolithic | [ Romans |
2,000,000 BC 10,000 BC 2000 BC 800 BC 43AD 476 AD 1066 AD
30BC
“;;_; _ River Nile used to irrigate crops Cleopatra
) dies
Ancient Egypt

mm . N

Conquered Egypt

I I
2,000,000 BC 2575BC 2150 BC 30BC 1000 AD
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Study the timeline. Use the information to complete the questions below:

When was the Great Pyramid of Giza built?

2560 BC

Which Kingdoms lasted the longest in Ancient Egyptian history?

Middle and New Kingdom

What happened in 30BC?

Cleopatra died

The Middle and New Kingdoms of Egypt occurred mainly at the same time as what period of British
history?

The Bronze age
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a) artefact b) pharaoh ¢) migrated
an object made by humans in the past ] a =
moving location ] c
an ancient Egyptian king/queen ] b
Ancient Egypt used to be split into two different parts - Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt.
Some stories say that a ruler called Menes united the two separate parts to create one united
/ )
Egypt.
Upper Egypt’s original rulers wore a special crown and so did Lower Egypt’s rulers. When the two L
kingdoms joined, the crown was unified to create the special headdress the future pharaohs would [ =
wear.
e

8.3

white crown red crown double crown
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Professor Know-it-all is wrong because...

Ancient Egypt was
@ always a united it used to be separated into upper and lower
\

kingdom. Egypt.

Professor Know-it-all is wrong because...

Lower Egypt’s

crown was white. the crown was red.

Explain what happened to the crowns of Lower and Upper Egypt when the kingdom unified.

The crowns were joined together to create a double crown. This was then worn by the pharaoah.
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a) irrigate b) sphinx ¢) migrate
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move to a new location c -
adding water to farming fields ] a
a stone statue with a human head and lion body ] b
Artefacts help archaeologists and Egyptologists understand how people lived in Early Egypt.
/ )
The Ancient Egyptians are famous for their wall art. This art gives us an idea of what life was like
for the different people in Egyptian society. Using the hierarchy diagram in lesson 2, discuss and
then label each person with their job. =
[ Scribe [
( =
[ |

l farmer ’ Pharaoh ]
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a) hieroglyphics b) preserved

writing

Ancient Egyptian king or queen ]

keeping an object safe from loss ]
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What is the name of the symbols in Ancient Egyptian writing?

hieroglyphs

Which letters/sounds were not written down?

vowels

Why do you think scribes were considered important people in Ancient Egypt?

They could write and not many people could do this at the time.
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Complete the hierarchy with what you have learned so far:
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