Chapter Thirteen

Every day, I looked for Gaia.

I could feel the knot in my stomach getting
tighter and tighter until I saw her. I didn’t realize
that she was just as worried about me until one
day she said to me, ‘Maybe it’s not a good idea
for you to be walking about after school.’

On the news that morning, they said another
five buildings had fallen. It wasn’t stopping, as we
had all hoped. The number of fallen buildings
was getting bigger each day.

‘7 need to get some more food, though.
We’re about to run out,’ I said.

Although that was what I said, I was actually
starting to feel funny about being out on the
streets by myself.

For one thing, I would have to walk past a lot
of the buildings that had fallen down. In some
of them, I knew that the people who had lived
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i _:':_'1n51de them had dled when the waHs and ﬂoors'i. B
:collapsed around them! SRR .
- The "real” reason,: though was’ that even °

. '.'though I knew the buildings only seemed to fall
- down at night, our streets just didn’t feel safe
.. any more: Even with thé: sunshine streaming

“ down. Our 11ttle world kept changlng and no one

E knew why. -

C It felt’ hke Ga1a was abie to read my rnmd_

| She knew exactly what I was thinking.

Ry ‘T know it always happens at night but. thlngs.- : .
; have changed around here,”she said. ‘Tjust thlnk -
i 1t d be better if you went with someone else:”

T shook my head. Mum was sleepmg as

| '-_.much as ever.: She hadnt been ‘outside for a. -
'_":.'.ﬁlong time. The' only other’ person I could ask:
_'::"'was Michael’ s mum,; but I'd accidentally knocked
©into Mlchael in the playground a coupie of days'..-
: before and he’d turned round: to me; scowhng

L What you do that for?’ he’'d said."
" ‘Sorry, I said. It was an acc1dent
- Just sl:ay away; you hear?’ - e

© o Id never really had a conversation wzth :
- Mrchael before, if you- could call this one, and T~

s was surprised by: how qu1et1y he spoke and how__ g
B angry he sounded BN

L don’t know why rny mum is looklng out. -
you, but I'm not your friend, all right?".. - '
. OK, I said agaln Sunsure’ of what: else to .

I wasn’t gomg to cry but I d1d feel surpnsed I_ .
'cked I suppose I knew Mlchaei wasn’t that

_Mums not great at’ the moment I told-_

dldn t ‘mean your ‘mum,’ Gala said her R

eye shining. ‘I'll come with you.":

No’ I said. I think I shouted 1t The last:.". :_. R
thing I wanted was Gaia close t6 the fallen buﬂd—_ SR
gs. I_t.was funny that we both had the Sam_e' o




strong feehng that we should st
* them if we could.

‘Anyway, _

ay éway from

I went on,’ your mum and dad

'wouldn tlet you.”
" Gaia smiled. -

They don t have to know she sald




