Thomas Russell Junior School
English Curriculum Intent

AT TRJS, we place English at the heart of the curriculum and set high expectations to equip all our pupils with effective literacy skills for life. We provide daily opportunities for children to become independent speakers, readers and writers, developing a language-rich vocabulary by which to communicate clearly, articulate their learning and participate actively in the school community and beyond.
Our English curriculum is broad, balanced, relevant, engaging and innovative, inspiring each and every child to achieve academic success. All staff teaching English have a clear understanding of the knowledge progression (as set out in the 2014 National Curriculum) and deliver consistent, excellent teaching of reading skills, comprehension strategies, grammar knowledge, spelling and writing composition.
Each year group challenges and supports all pupils, so that 90% achieve the expected standard for their age in both Reading and SPAG, and 85% achieve the expected standard for their age in writing. In terms of attainment and progress at the end of KS2, we achieve in the top 20% of schools nationally.
Spoken Language
The skills of speaking and listening are fundamental to good communication; we teach and promote their usage both in English and across the wider curriculum. This takes the form of describing or recounting events, expressing feelings, discussing ideas, sharing opinions, giving and following instructions, presenting information, listening to or reciting stories, poems, songs or games. It is also underpinned by our school values of kindness and integrity and reinforced through daily social interactions; being polite, courteous and demonstrating good manners to all members of the school community. Through the importance of talk, we introduce children to new words, growing an ambitious vocabulary for them to draw upon.
Reading
We aspire for all children to be avid readers; to read accurately and fluently, with a good understanding of meaning. We value literature and provide exposure to a wide variety of text types, genres and authors, enabling our pupils to explore real and imagined worlds and shape their identities. We encourage pupils to develop positive reading habits; to enjoy reading for pleasure and to make informed choices about their preferences. Through drama and discussion, we teach pupils how to express reasoned ideas and opinions about what they have read, showing empathy and making links across different topics/subjects.
Writing
Our aim is to produce children who can write effectively for a range of audiences and purposes, with confidence and clarity - whilst also developing their own individual creativity and flair. We expect our pupils to write with grammatical accuracy, selecting appropriate and adventurous vocabulary, applying spelling rules correctly and presenting work in a neat, cursive handwriting style.

