Thomas Russell Junior School
MFL Curriculum Intent

We will deliver a languages curriculum which is broad, balanced, enriched, relevant, knowledge-rich, engaging and innovative, inspiring each and every child to achieve academic brilliance. All staff teaching MFL will have a very clear understanding of the knowledge progression and consistent, excellent teaching of the pillars of progression (phonics, vocabulary and grammar). Our Modern Languages curriculum will give pupils the opportunity to: 
• use language skills, receptively and productively, for communication in the real world, for practical purposes, for their immediate needs, interests and beyond and to express and justify opinions;
 • develop their confidence and autonomy to access new and unfamiliar language through the use of decoding skills brought about by the explicit teaching of phonics and sound patterns; 
• work towards becoming a fluent and spontaneous speaker of the foreign language.
We also aim to build on children’s ‘cultural capital’ so that children develop a knowledge and understanding of the rich diversity between cultures in our community, the UK and wider world. Children in KS2 are taught Spanish following a progressive and comprehensive scheme of work. The ultimate aim is that pupils will feel confident engaging in spoken Spanish, develop skills in reading, listening and writing, and know how important languages will be in their future. We hope that all pupils will develop a genuine interest and curiosity about languages, finding them enjoyable and exciting and show a desire to continue their language learning past KS2. Our intention is that our MFL curriculum also fully supports our core drivers of academic excellence, life-long learning, possibilities and risks and social intelligence so that the children are equipped to carry on learning beyond their primary education.
Each year group will challenge and support all pupils, so that 90% achieve the expected standard for their age.
