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This week in assembly, we looked at the career of Katerina Johnson-Thompson, the GB Heptathlete. She is an amazing role model and demonstrated how to pick herself up from injuries and setbacks to win the silver medal at the Paris Olympics. We talked about her journey and thought about how she demonstrates the TRJS Values: Be Kind, Be Brave, Show Integrity, Love Learning and Excel. Here is the link to a BBC video if you would like to watch it at home: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/olympics/articles/c75nl1pygr4o
What an amazing, determined and resilient athlete!

School Values
Our School Values are very important to us in all we do at TRJS. It is easy to say, 'Be Kind' or 'Be Brave' but what does this actually mean? At the end of last year, the children were asked to think about 'What do our school values look like in the classroom and on the playground?' They came up with lots of ideas which has created the document which is coming home today. Please discuss this with your child and talk about how we can all live our values in school and in our community. 
	Year 3
	100%

	Year 4
	99.5%

	Year 5
	99.5%

	Year 6
	99.5%

	TRJS Overall
	99.6%
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Well done to everyone for top attendance this week. The overall average of 99.6% is a brilliant start. A special well done to our new Year 3 cohort who have achieved FULL attendance this week. Amazing!  Let’s keep up this wonderful attendance. Remember: “The more you attend school, the better you learn.” 
Parents are reminded to avoid taking holidays in term time. Such absence has a marked detrimental impact on the progress of pupils. Following the new government guidelines for 2024, parents will face a penalty notice if they take children out of school for holidays during term time, with possible court action if this is repeated. Please check the attendance information at the end of the newsletter.

Eye Tests
Parents are reminded to take your child for an annual eye test even if you aren’t concerned about their vision as it is important for eye health. (And it is free!)



HOT CHOCOLATE WITH MR EMERY
Congratulations to everyone who has received the TRJS Weekly Values Award today and will be sharing hot chocolate and biscuits with Mr Emery next week. Don’t forget to be ready to tell us all about your hobbies and interests out of school. Oh, and jokes are always good!

	Year 3
	Trinity W and Thea R

	Year 4
	Milo W and Charlie F

	Year 5
	Yusuf H and Haval H

	Year 6
	Alfie W and Erin W



KEEPING SAFE
The end of school
All Year 5 children have been given a letter for parents to give permission for their child to leave the school premises at 3.30 without an adult, effective from Monday 9 September.  Please return slips by Monday if you wish your child to walk home alone. For the new Year 6 children, we will carry forward the permissions from last year, to walk home without an adult, unless parents inform us otherwise. Parents of Year 3 and 4 are reminded that an adult needs to collect your child from the playground each day at 3.30pm. Thank you.
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Children who ride a bike or scooter to school should all be following the school rules on safety. Included in the bike permit criteria, every child should be wearing a safety helmet. Any child not wearing a helmet will be asked not to bring a bike or scooter to school. Thank you for your support.


School Dinners
Please note that next week is “Week 3” of the menu. The cost of a school dinner is now £2.75 per day.

Parent Helpers and Eyes
As all year groups start swimming next week, we would be very grateful for parents to act as “EYES” to help supervise the lessons. The pool is a wonderful facility and we rely on parental support to ensure we are able to offer this life-saving skill to all the children at school. Please phone or email to let the school office know if you could offer 1 hour from Monday-Thursday afternoons. Thank you. 😊
If we have any parents who are able to spare an hour or so each week to come and read with some children, we would love to hear from you. Please let the office know.

We are a Nut Free School
Due to having some children in school with an allergy to nuts, we welcome the support of parents in being a NUT-FREE SCHOOL. Therefore, we ask your co-operation to avoid sending snacks or lunch into school that contain nuts. We thank you for helping to keep everyone safe.




After School Clubs
	What

	Provider
	When
	Year Group
	Cost
	

	Rounders
	Super Star Sport
	Monday
	Y3-6
	£42
	See flier below

	Basketball
	Super Star Sport
	Monday
	Y3-6
	£42
	See flier below

	Woodland Warriors
	Mrs Veevers
	Tuesdays
10/09 – 15/10
	Y3-6
	£36 in total
	www.schoolinterviews.co.uk
Code: 7gpv5
Pay on parent pay please.

	Football
	Soccerstars
	Tuesdays
	Y3-6
	£38.50
	See flier below

	Choir
	Mr Emery
	Friday
3.30-4.20
	Y4-6
	Free
	www.schoolinterviews.co.uk
Code: 7gpv5
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Choir and Young Voices
Choir rehearsals on a Friday after school are focused on preparing us for Young Voices in January 2025. Parents are reminded that children will only be able to participate in Young Voices if they attend all the choir rehearsals. Further information regarding Young Voices 2025 will be sent out to the relavant parents in the next couple of weeks. Children are still welcome to come to choir and practise the songs, even if they don’t wish to go to Young Voices. All are welcome from Year 4,5 and 6.





House Captains
The democratic process was in action this week. Each house gathered together from Y3-6 and voted for their house captains and vice captains. The successful candidates will represent the school and demonstrate the TRJS values in all they do in this special role. Well done, everyone; it must be a very proud feeling to be elected by your peers. Please see the photographs below.

Music Tuition 
All music lessons begin next week on the same days as last year.
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Eryn Spong represented TRJS at the National Championships. She finished 32nd out of 150 in the 40cm class and a respectable 64th out of 130 in the 50cm class. Eryn has worked exceptionally hard on her partnership with Teddy (her horse) and has demonstrated huge amounts of perseverance to achieve her aim of competing for TRJS and representing the school at national championships. 
Well done, Eryn; we are all very proud of you!
If your child is interested in equestrian sport and may be inspired to represent TRJS at national competitions, then please email Eryn’s mum: cora34@yahoo.com

[image: Please And Thank You Clipart at GetDrawings | Free download]Your children are a credit to you. During this week we have seen beautiful manners at lunchtimes. Miss Branson, Mrs Patrick and I have been helping out serving dinners and every single child at TRJS uses please and thank you. Thank you for raising such polite children!
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The singing in assembly has been brilliant this week. It is so lovely to hear over 250 voices singing together:
“Gilmour Lane, take me home, to the place I belong.
TRJS, TRJS. It’s the place to be your best.”
Wishing all our families a great weekend.

J Emery
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Changes from September 2024

Thank you to all our parents who support their child’s education
     by ensuring that your child attends regularly and on time.
The research around attendance is very clear: “The more a child attends school, the better they do.”

Please be assured that the school will always be sensitive to children and families who are absent due to genuine health concerns. We always aim to work with our families and discuss support to overcome the barriers to attendance wherever possible.
Attendance is a national and a local concern. Since the days of COVID, the attendance figures for schools have dropped dramatically and the number of children who are absent for at least 10% of the time (“Persistent Absentees”) has increased. Therefore, the government have issued a document outlining how schools and parents are expected to work together to ensure that children attend school regularly and achieve their best (Working together to Improve School Attendance 2024).
The main changes from September 2024 include:
1. The requirement for schools to share their attendance data each day with the DFE and 
2. Changes to penalty notices from this date. 
The government will now receive data from all schools regarding attendance each day. This will enable everyone to monitor attendance and, as communicated with parents in previous newsletters, if a child is absent for unauthorised reasons (such as taking a family holiday in term time) for 5 days or more, they may currently receive a penalty notice of £60 per parent per child. In this instance, the school will inform Staffordshire County Council who may then issue the fine. At present, it is possible for some families to receive several fines even if this is not having a positive effect on attendance.
However, from the Autumn Term 2024, only 2 penalty notices can be issued to the same parent in respect of the same child within a 3-year rolling period and any second notice within that period is charged at a higher rate. The first penalty notice issued to a parent in respect of a particular pupil will be charged at £160. This will be reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days. A second penalty notice issued to the same parent in respect of the same pupil is charged at a flat rate of £160 if paid within 28 days. A third penalty notice cannot be issued to the same parent in respect of the same child within 3 years of the date of issue of the first. In a case where the national threshold is met for a third time (or subsequent times) within those 3 years, alternative action will be taken instead. This will often include considering prosecution or other legal routes regarding attendance.
At TRJS, we are proud of the high levels of attendance overall. However, we aim to work with all of our families to ensure that ALL CHILDREN attend school as much as they can. Please remember that the new approach is set by the government, not TRJS, and parents need to be fully aware of the consequences of unauthorised absence. 
Thank you for your support. 
J Emery
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Dates for 2024/2025

Monday 2 September				INSET DAY
Tuesday 3 September				INSET DAY
Wednesday 4 September				AUTUMN TERM STARTS for pupils
Friday 25 October					INSET DAY (School closed to pupils)
Monday 28 October-Friday 1 November		HALF TERM
Friday 20 December					AUTUMN TERM ENDS
Monday 23 December-Friday 3 January		Christmas Holidays
Monday 6 January					SPRING TERM STARTS
Monday 17 February-Friday 21 February		HALF TERM
Friday 11 April					SPRING TERM ENDS
Monday 14 April – Friday 25 April			Easter Holidays
Monday 28 April					SUMMER TERM STARTS
Monday 26 May-Friday 30 May			HALF TERM
Friday 4 July						INSET DAY (School closed to pupils)
Friday 18 July						SUMMER TERM ENDS
Monday 21 July					INSET DAY
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