Thomas Russell Junior School
Assemblies 

We are always looking for ways to improve the children’s education and to make best use of the valuable time we have during the school day.  We have created an overarching plan for all assemblies to ensure they are progressive and cover a good balance of themes and approaches.  Our assembly planning links closely to the statutory Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education (RE) (2023), and Relationships and Health Education (RSHE) objectives (June 2019). We also incorporate relevant Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) objectives from PSHE Association Programmes of Study for PSHE Education (January 2020), as well as national themed weeks such as Anti-Bullying Week, Children’s Mental Health Week and My Money Week. 

All objectives are covered over a two year rolling programme so that your children will cover these once in Lower School, then again in Upper School to further embed and develop their learning.

Assemblies are differentiated to ensure content is appropriate to the age of the children.  Year Group Assemblies take place in the hall together.  Class Assemblies are taken by individual teachers to allow more personalised approaches to learning.  These also ensure children have opportunities to engage in written and practical activities balanced with active listening and discussion from assemblies in the hall. Our assembly schedule is as follows:

Assembly 1: A whole school assembly introducing the topic/concept. Children are encouraged to reflect upon prior knowledge and consolidate existing understanding.
Assembly 2: Lower school and Upper school are taught further about the topic/concept by using age appropriate resources. 
Assembly 3: Whole school assembly building on the concept shared at the start of the week.
Assembly 4: Class assembly time to consolidate their learning from the week.

We see huge benefits in school of our assembly programme:
· Learning opportunities in assemblies are far more effectively planned to ensure good continuity and progression.
· Learning and links within learning become much clearer when the weeks’ assemblies build on prior knowledge.

We have been teaching RE and PSHE using this structure for many years and it has had an overwhelmingly positive impact on the ethos of the school, children’s behaviour and attitudes as well as deepening their understanding of the world around them.  The overview is constantly reviewed as there are changes in the curriculum and in response to the ever changing world we live in.

We use a range of ways to engage and teach children including stories, role play, video clips, online resources and a range of other materials.

Please take time to look at our long term overview (separate document), which will tell you the themes and objectives our assemblies will cover.  We have deliberately planned in blocks of 10 weeks per term.  This creates enough flexibility for us to deal with individual and specific issues should they arise, such as current and topical local / national / international events or in-school issues as and when they arise.  It also allows for preparation for school events such as Harvest Festival and Christmas Celebration.

We do hope you will support your own child’s learning at home through conversations and discussion about their assembly learning.  As I am sure you can appreciate we are delivering messages to a large group of children at a time and there is nothing more valuable than an opportunity to discuss and question this individually to help children align their own moral compass.

Please note: Parents / carers have a right to withdraw children from religious education, daily collective worship and sex education but not from the statutory Relationships and Health Education.
