Thomas Russell Junior School

The place to-be YOUR BEST

Newsletter

Issue No.25 Headteacher: Mr J Emery Friday 23 May
Staffordshire w/b 12 May | w/b 19 May
Year 3 99.2% 97.8%
; 4\\“ R " ERE Year4 97.1% 93.1%
@ ) EVERYDAY R o |57 6
o READY ear 4% .8%
o) 20N ON TIME TRJS Overall 98.1% 95.5%

Well done to Year 3 and Year 6 for achieving the TRJS
target of 97.5% and being top HEROES for 2 weeks in a
row! 5 minutes extra playtime for everyone for achieving
98.1% last week.
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visit staffordshire.gov.uk/littleheroes

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH MR EMERY

Congratulations to everyone who has received the TRJS Weekly Values Award and has shared hot
chocolate and biscuits with Mr Emery. Don’t forget to be ready to tell us all about your hobbies and
interests out of school. Oh, and jokes are always good!

Year 3 Max D, Alice H
Year4 George W, Henry H,
Year5 Alfie H, Joseph C
Year 6 Ella C, Beau-Lea S

Sports Day 2025

What a fantastic day! The children of TRJS are amazing! It was
wonderful to see everyone showing great determination,
resilience, teamwork, kindness and sporting attitudes. Thank you
to all our parents, carers and families for your support. A huge
thank you to Mrs Vardy for leading the event and for all the staff
for doing their bit and going the extra mile. It is a huge privilege to
see the children have so much fun. A day for everyone at TRJS to
feel very proud. Well done, Jervis; 4 years in a row - must be a
record!




Den building, sand play and so much more!
We recently received a very kind donation of

resources, including lots of wooden slats, plastic
N sheeting, wheelbarrows and sand pits, from the
? 4'3 Argos Distribution Centre at Barton Business Park.
] Several children were on hand to help unload the
equipment and to express our thanks for the
exciting play resources. No time was wasted in putting these items to

good use. It has been fantastic to see the imaginative dens being
constructed and so many children having fun playing in the sand.

Place2Be Calm: Soothing Worries

In our recent Mindful Mondays and Innovation Station groups we have been looking at worries and
strategies to help with this. Following the Place2Be Calm: Soothing Worries activity pack ideas we have
completed some mindful colouring and had great fun making worry dolls or animals. Maybe an activity
that you could try over the half term — if you do, please send a picture to Mrs K-D &
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/wellbeing-resources-for-
families/activities-from-the-art-room/calm-soothing-worries/
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Policy for Bikes and Scooters in School

We have had some reports of children cycling away from school at home
time in a dangerous or inconsiderate manner. In assembly this week, we
have reminded all children how to cycle safely and considerately, and that if
they choose not to, they will not be able to bring their bike to school. Our
Bike Permit states that:

We expect children to:

o Ride sensibly and safely and to follow the rules of the Highway Code that relate to cycling, including
always giving way to pedestrians on footpaths.

e Behave in a manner which shows them, and the school, in the best possible light and to consider the
needs of others when cycling and riding their scooters.

We expect all children to be considerate of each other when travelling home unaccompanied, both
walking and cycling. On the journey home from school, we expect children to continuing demonstrating
our school values: to be kind and not use name calling, swearing or aggression, just as we would expect
in school. Although the safeguarding duties of the school include incidents both in and out of school, we
would appreciate parents’ help in promoting kind behaviour and reporting any concerns to the school.
Our recent Ofsted praised the exemplary behaviour of children in school but there have been occasions
recently when some of the older children have been aggressive and intimidating to others after school.
Let’s all work together to ensure that all children are happy and safe on the journey home. Thank you.

Year 4 Author Visit

On Wednesday 21 May, Year 4 had a zoom call from Ellie Jackson. This amazing author has written many
books including Buddy’s Rainforest Rescue, which we have studied in our English lessons. Within this 40-
minute extravaganza, the children were able to learn more about the writings of the book and where the
ideas came from. They found out more about orangutans, their habitats and the real negative effects of
deforestation. Thank you to Ellie for the call; we look forward to having the opportunity to buy her books.

Micro-Bit Workshops

Miss Hurdman has raised nearly £500 for TRJS after
completing the London Marathon. She has spent all the
money on exciting new computer gadgets for the school and
is planning on doing micro-bit workshops for Y3,4,5 in July.
Thank you, Miss Hurdman!




Nancy, Penny and Lucy in Year 4 have been very busy making
and selling loom bands. They have raised £100 for Birmingham
Children’s Hospital. Way to go, girls! Great work!

Top Fundraising

“l ran 2km in 19 minutes for Birmingham Children’s Hospital and raised over
£550 for them. The best part was meeting Diamond from the Gladiators as she
is my hero. Thank you everyone for supporting me.”

Wow Imogen, what an amazing achievement. We are all very proud of you!

TT Rockstars
Battle of the Burton Bands!

Starting today, TRJS are taking part in a TT Rockstars battle against 5 local primary schools: Burton
Fields, Christchurch Primary, Holy Rosary, Rykneld Primary and The Mosely Academy. In the past, we
have done very well in these competitions with a couple of first place positions and it would be great if
we could do the same this time around!

The battle starts at 7:05a.m. on Friday 23rd May and finishes at 8:05 on Friday 6th June. Please
encourage your children to take part. All they have to do is play - it can be in any type of game. The winner
is decided by the average score per child, not per player so please encourage them to join in and help

TRJS to victory.

Dates for the Diary

HALF TERM

Y6 Residential

Y3 Trip to Rosliston

Y4 to Barton Library

Sky Arts Week

Y3 to Barton Library
Water Workshops Y3-Y6
Y5 to Birmingham Museum
Y4 to Twycross Zoo
Micro-bit Workshops
Samba Drumming

Y6/7 Transition Day
INSET DAY

Music Night

Y6 Leavers’ Party

Y6 Leavers’ Performance
Last Day of Term

Mon 26-Fri 30 May

Monday 2-Wednesday 4 June

Monday 9 June

Monday 16 June

w/b 16 June

Monday 23 June

w/b 23 June

Thursday 26 June

Monday 30 June

w/b 7 July (for Y3,4,5)

Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 July (Free for every child)
Tuesday 1 July (Y3,4 and 5 will all move up to their next class)
Friday 4 July (school closed to pupils)

Monday 7 July 6pm

Friday 11 July 4.45-6.15pm

Friday 18 July 10am

Friday 18 July

We wish all our families a good half term break and look forward to seeing everyone on Monday 2 June,

for another busy and exciting half term. &

J Emery
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23-25 JULY ‘25

> EQUIVALENT OF HOLLAND SPORTS CLUB TO WEMBLEY
> JOIN THE CHALLENGE FOR 1 MILE OR ALL 120!

SUPPORT HIM EVERY STEP OF THE WAY!
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www.hollandsportsclub.org.uk/new-club-house
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