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A) Introduction

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum. 

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.  There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum. The peripatetic music teachers teach individual or small group lessons. We make a charge for these lessons. Parents in receipt of certain state benefits are exempt from payment. We give parents information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year.

Parents cannot be charged for activities which take place during school hours, or which are required either as part of the syllabus, for an examination course or as part of the National Curriculum.  Parents can only be charged for activities that happen outside school hours when these activities are not necessary as part of the National Curriculum or religious education.  Charges may be made for other activities that happen outside school hours if parents agree to pay.

B) Voluntary contributions

When organising school trips or visits that enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All contributions are voluntary.  If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip.  If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution.  We do not treat these children differently from any others.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity.  Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit.  Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded.  The school provides this information on request.

The following is a list of additional activities that may be organized by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’.  This list is not exhaustive:

· visits to museums, theatre and other places of interest;

· sporting activities that require transport expenses;

· outdoor adventure activities;

· musical events.

The responsibility for determining the level of voluntary contribution is delegated to the head teacher.

C) Charges

Charges may be made for the following activities:
· board and lodging on residential visits (not to exceed the costs)

· the proportionate costs for an individual child of activities wholly or mainly outside school hours (‘optional extras’) to meet the costs for:

· travel

· materials and equipment

· non-teaching staff costs

· entrance fees

· insurance costs

· individual or group tuition in the playing of a musical instrument (as detailed above in the Introduction)

· re-sits for public examinations where no further preparation has been provided by the school

· costs of non-prescribed examinations where no further preparation has been provided by the school

· any other education, transport or examination fee unless charges are specifically prohibited

· breakages and replacements as a result of damages caused wilfully or negligently by pupils

· extra-curricular activities and school clubs

· letting of the school premises or grounds

· extended school care activities such as breakfast club, after school club, holiday clubs and “wrap around” provision

· charges for materials or ingredients where the pupils wish to have the finished product

· cost of transport to take part in work experience

In determining any charge to be made the following points will be taken into account:

· the proportion of the costs recovered where a charge is to be made;

· whether any remission is to extend beyond the statutory minimum;

· whether or not special consideration is to be given to hardship cases not contained within the exemptions and how this is to be determined;

· arrangements for education where the parents fail to pay the charge being levied by the school;

· the level of support from the school budget where the level of voluntary contributions is insufficient to fund the visit or journey;

· the maximum amount that can be used from the school’s budget to support community facilities is the amount of the school standards grant allocation;

· any charge for a pupil activity should not exceed the actual cost. If further funds need to be raised to help in hardship cases, this must be voluntary

· for lettings, the charge should at least cover the cost, including:

· Services (heat & light)

· Staffing (security, caretaking & cleaning)

· Administration

· Wear & tear 

Charges are also made for school dinners, which parents are responsible for unless they qualify for Free School Meals under the Government determined criteria.  Payments for such meals should be made via Parent Pay.  The responsibility for determining the level of charges to be made is delegated to the head teacher who will consult the Managing and Organising Committee of the Governing Body as needed.
D) Remissions

Children whose parents are in receipt of the following support payments will, in addition to having a free school lunch entitlement, also be entitled to the remission of charges for board and lodging costs during residential school trips.  The relevant support payments are:

· Income Support;

· Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance;

· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;

· Child Tax Credit, where the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit and whose annual income (as assessed by HMRC) stated limits based upon number of dependents.

For any other charges that may be made the responsibility for determining any remission that may be made is delegated to the head teacher who will consult the Managing and Organising Committee of the Governing Body if appropriate.  Remissions may also be granted to pupils for whom the school receives a Pupil Premium.

E) Prohibition of Charges

The Governing Body of the School recognise that the legislation prohibits charges for the following:

· education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment);

· education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education;

· tuition for pupils learning to play musical instruments if the tuition is required as an essential part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination syllabus being followed by the pupil, or the first access to the Key Stage 2 Instrumental and Vocal Tuition Programme (Wider Opportunities);

· entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been prepared for it at the school;

· education provided on any trip that takes place during school hours;

· education provided on any trip that takes place outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of the schools basic curriculum for religious education;

· Supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying pupils on a residential trip;

· transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the local education authority has a statutory obligation to provide transport;

· transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing body or local education authority has arranged for pupils to be educated;

· transport that enables a pupil to meet an examination requirement when he has been prepared for that examination at the school;

· transport provided in connection with an educational trip.

F) School items
The Governing Body of the School authorise the school to charge for replacement items that a pupil has lost. These may include, but are not strictly limited to:
· Handwriting pens - £1



· Personal earphones - £1



· Replacement Reading Record - £1
· A4+ Tuff Bags - £1



· Second Hand Uniform items - £1 

The Governors authorise the Headteacher to determine charges for additional school items at cost or rounded down to a nearest multiple.  Governors are clear that no profit can be made from the sale of shop items.
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