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Thomas Russell Junior School
	All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25. 
This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music education: 
· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year
The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music provision. 
Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along with this text box.


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	July 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Miss Charlotte Marston

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Entrust

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Charanga and Hot House Music



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Charanga uses a spiral curriculum and TRJS meets the requirements of the National Curriculum through the use of the original scheme, adapted to meet the needs of the children. Charanga original music scheme is delivered in Year 4 and Year 6 by either class teachers or as part of PPA provision. Currently, children receive a weekly one-hour classroom-based music lesson, as well as assemblies every day where they sing and listen to music taken from a range of sources including Young Voices materials, Out of The Ark music and a range of well-known songs which match our core values at TRJS. 

In line with the Charanga original scheme, children are taught to sing properly, appraise a wide range of music and read, play, compose and improvise music on glockenspiels (chromatic) as well as using recorders and ocarinas.  Charanga original scheme offers the opportunity for children to learn about a variety of different music genres and styles including rock, pop, reggae and rap. Children also have the opportunity to investigate different issues such as equality and human rights through units such as Blackbird by The Beatles.

In Year 3, all children are taught the keyboard and in Year 5, all children are taught the ukelele.  This is taught by a specialist music teacher from Hot House Music. Children receive a weekly 1-hour lesson across 35 weeks of the year.  

There is equal opportunity for all children to have access to music activities and learning, regardless of protected characteristics or ability.  For peripatetic instrumental lessons, the school has adapted a charging policy, no child will be barred for reasons of financial hardship, but we will seek to provide a balance of opportunity throughout a child’s time in school.
We teach music to all children, whatever their ability, in accordance with the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children.  Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties.  Within whole class sessions, at teaching assistant is present in the lesson to support SEND pupils along with the music teacher and trainee teacher in the class to support learning.   


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Thomas Russell, we pride ourselves on the breadth of instrument lessons we have on offer. All instruments are taught by specialist music teachers from Hot House Music and Entrust. These strong relationships ensure continuity of teaching for our children, aiding both progress and enjoyment. 

Thomas Russell offers instrument lessons from Year 3-6 in keyboard (ensemble), violin, cello, clarinet, flute, saxophone, guitar, trumpet and drums. Lessons are charged for strings at £180 per year through Entrust. With regards to Hot House Music, group lesson subscription cost is £15 per month per student, and individual lessons are at a subscription cost of £30 per month per student, which includes the loan of an instrument. Those children eligible for Pupil Premium are offered lessons which are fully funded. When ready, children are encouraged to work towards music exams. 

Our individual and small group lessons are taught in a dedicated music space. After school keyboard sessions take place in a classroom, allowing space for the ensemble to perform. 

For those children who love to sing, Thomas Russell run a weekly school choir. Our school choir is incredibly popular containing over 100 members and is open to all year groups as well as being free to join.  During the year, children have the opportunity to perform at many events including singing at Burton Town Hall, playing and singing at music concerts at Thomas Russell School and within Barton village as well as performing at Young Voices.

In the academic year 2024/2025, TRJS also added a drama club for those who love the performing arts.  This was taught by Mrs Thompson (a retired drama teacher from John Taylor High School).  During the year, the children prepared a performance of All Shook Up, which was then performed to both the school and parents in the spring term.  The drama club are planning on developing a version of Annie for 2025-2026.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Children at Thomas Russell Juniors take part in daily singing assemblies, they are given opportunities to perform at our Friday celebration assembly and music is incorporated into Harvest, Christmas and end of year services.
Musicians perform at a number of concerts held in school during the year, with concerts being held for string instruments as well as woodwind and keyboard. We end the academic year with a TRJS music night, celebrating those children who are involved in peripatetic lessons at school, play an instrument outside of school as well as those who are part of the choir.  The night is a celebration of music, allowing our children to share their talents in both singing and playing.  At the end of the summer term, Year 3 and Year 5 perform the keyboard and ukelele respectively to their parents. Barton Music Makers (who purchased our school set of Ukeleles) were also invited to watch the concerts, allowing them to see the valuable contribution they have made to music provision at TRJS
Our school choir sings at many external concerts both within the local community and beyond. This year they have taken part in Young Voices at World Resorts Arena, sung at Burton Townhall, a small group from the choir sang at St James’ Church Hall before Christmas and the choir is encouraged to perform at school events such as our Christmas concert and summer music night.
Children have had the opportunity to take part in samba drumming workshops to help develop culture capital.  Each class received a one-hour session, where they learned about a range of drums e.g. snare drum, agogo bells, the surdo, tamborim, conga drum and how to play them. Each class then took part in increasingly difficult ‘question and answer’ rhythms as well as recapping their knowledge on pitch, tempo and melody and trying out each set of drums.  Hot House Music and Entrust have also performed a concert at Thomas Russell, showcasing a variety of instruments, including those which the children are able to learn in school.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Over the next few years, we would like to continue to develop music in the following ways:
Develop a strong working relationship with the local music hub providing support for the music lead as well as supporting enrichment and curriculum.
All teachers teaching music confidently at Thomas Russell.
Continue to develop a dedicated music space within the school.
Continue to develop links with Thomas Russell Infant School and John Taylor High School to improve transition.
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