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Thomas Russell Junior School 
The place to be YOUR BEST 

Newsletter  
 

Issue No.3                               Friday 26 September     
   

 

Year 3 have smashed the attendance target for the last 2 
weeks. Well done, Year 3. Attendance over 97% is still 
well above the national, so well done, everyone. I 
wonder if we can get to 97.5% next week?       

 

HOT CHOCOLATE WITH MR EMERY 
Congratulations to everyone who has received the TRJS Weekly Values Award recently and has shared 
hot chocolate and biscuits with Mr Emery. Niamh: “What do you call a fake noodle? ImPASTA!        
 
Year 3 Isaac N, Tennyson P, Nancy G, Alistair S 
Year 4 Thomas D-H, Amy S, Charlie E, Billie O 
Year 5 Henry H, Toby M, Elsie W, Toby B 
Year 6 Harley P, Niamh S-D, Eris G, Isabella A 

 

KEEPING SAFE 
 

Internet Safety 
Please see the flier regarding Snapchat and advice for parents at the end of the newsletter. The 
information includes some top tips on how to keep children safe online. 
 

Water Bottles 
Keeping hydrated is so important for us all. We have a number of children each day 
who forget their water bottles. Please remind the children to bring their bottle to 
school, filled with water, ready for the day ahead. 
 

Early Arrivals 
A number of children in Year 5 and 6 are arriving at the school gates well before 
8.40 (some of them before 8.30am). Please note that the school do not have staff 
in place to supervise children and keep them safe until 8.40am. 
 

 

 w/b 15.09.25 w/b 22.09.25 
Year 3 99.5% 98.4% 
Year 4 96% 97.8% 
Year 5 96.6% 96.9% 
Year 6 95.7% 95.6% 
TRJS Overall 97% 97.2% 
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Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 
We already have a dedicated team of Anti-Bullying Ambassadors in school who have taken the lead on 
Anti-Bullying initiatives such as planning and delivering assemblies and PSHE lessons, making child-
friendly posters of the definitions and roles involved in bullying, and monitoring the buddy bench and 
bullying box.  

We are on the lookout for more team members! Please take a look at this information and if your child is 
interested, please encourage them to apply: 

 

Autumn Term Library Visit Dates 
At TRJS, we endeavour to foster a culture (and enjoyment of) reading 
for pleasure. We are proud to have developed strong links with 
Barton Community Library and offer all our pupils the opportunity to 
visit the library with their class, on a termly basis. Please find below 
a list of visit dates for the Autumn Term, by year group: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
All children will need to bring their library card with them to school on their visit date, if they wish to 
borrow books. Please can we also politely ask parents/carers to check at home for any unreturned library 
books, as Barton Library inform us that there are several still outstanding on pupil accounts. 
New Y3 pupils will be issued with a Library Joining Form for parents/carers to complete, if they are not 
already members. 

 

 Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 

Autumn 

Term 

3rd November 
10.15 - 11.00 

11.00 – 11.45 

10th November 
9.15 - 10.00 

10.00 – 10.45 

17th November 
9.15 - 10.00 

10.00 – 10.45 

24th November 
10.15 - 11.00 

11.00 – 11.45 
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Other Reading News – Dates For The Diary 

Our annual Scholastic Book Fair will be held this year on: 

• Monday 17th November – for Y3 and Y5 
• Wednesday 19th November – for Y4 and Y6 

 

For every book sold by the school, we earn commission to spend with Scholastic, which we use to stock 
both our reading scheme and book vending machine (for reading rewards) so your support is much 
welcomed. 

Festive Library Fun 

Miss Murfin and some of her Reading Ambassadors will be running a 
“Festive Fun” session at Barton Library after school on Thursday 4th 
December (3.45 – 4.45pm), where children will be able to enjoy some 
Christmas stories and writing/craft activities. More details to follow…… 

 

Fundraising for Holland Sports Club 
Ben in Year 3 (and other youngsters from the village) took part in a 
young entrepreneurs’ event on Sunday to raise money for the new 
Holland Sports club house. Ben and his sister made cakes and 
bracelets to sell and ran a lucky 7 dice game which raised £91. 
They have previously (before the summer) done a cake sale which 
raised £100. There are many TRJS children who have shown great 
initiative to fundraise for Holland Sport. Well done, everyone! 

 

Music and Drama Success 

Santi in Year 5 has passed his LAMDA Solo Introductory Stage 3 Exam (London 
Academy of Music and Drama Art) with a distinction and 95%. He does this via 
Stagecoach Lichfield who he has been with for two years now and with them has 
performed in Sister Act Jnr, Alice in Wonderland and also supported Dreamcoat 
Stars at the Lichfield Garrick. He is now working hard towards LAMDA Grade 2 
and moved into Stage 2 of Main School at Stagecoach. 

Thank you to Parents 
Thank you to all our parents for supporting the parent meetings this week. It was lovely to see so many of 
you here as we work together to help our children be the very best they can be. 
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Young Voices 
We have just over 50 children in Y4,5 and 6 attending choir each week. Mrs Patrick has booked TRJS on to 
Young Voices at Manchester Co-op Live Arena on Friday 13 February. A letter is going out to all choir 
members today. To secure your child’s place, please confirm your permission on ParentPay along with 
the deposit of £15 by Tuesday 30 September. 

Loom Bands 
Millie C and Evelyn G in Year 6 will be selling loom bands on Monday and Tuesday next week at break time 
in the morning. They will be £1 each. Any child wanting a loom band is asked to bring in a £1 coin. We are 
limiting this to £1 per pupil. 

Sleep, Screens and Stressed-Out Kids 
Please see below a webinar for parents on the importance of sleep for children. The date is Tuesday 30th 
September 8am-9am. 

Wreath-Making 
Anyone interested in a Christmas wreath-making session, please see the flier below. Mrs Brammer is 

organising this to help raise funds for school.        

Autumn Term 2025: Dates for the Diary 

School Photographs (9.00-12.00)   Monday 29 September (Younger siblings from 8am) 

Y6 Residential     Wednesday 1 October-Friday 3 October 

Hello Yellow      Monday 6 October (Wear Yellow for Young Minds) 

Y4 Packington Trips     Tuesday 7 October (4H) 

Wednesday 8 October (4S) 

Skipping Workshop (Y3-Y6)   Friday 10 October (during the school day) 

Harvest Assembly (all parents welcome)  Thursday 23 October 9.10am 

Inset Day (school closed for pupils):   Friday 24 October 

Half Term:       Monday 27 October – Friday 31 October  

 

Wishing everyone a pleasant weekend with family and friends. 

J Emery 
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Thomas Russell Junior School 

Term Dates 2025-2026 

 

Autumn Term 2025 

Inset day (School closed for pupils):   Monday 1 September 

Inset day (School closed for pupils):   Tuesday 2 September 

Term Starts for pupils:     Wednesday 3 September 

Inset Day (School Closed for pupils):   Friday 24 October 

Half Term:       Monday 27 October – Friday 31 October  

Term Ends:       Friday 19 December 

Holiday:       Monday 22 December – Friday 2 January 

Spring Term 2026 

Term Starts:       Monday 5 January 

Half Term:       Monday 16 February – Friday 20 February 

Term Ends:       Friday 27 March 

Holiday:       Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 

Easter Sunday:      Sunday 5 April 

Summer Term 2026 

Term Starts:       Monday 13 April 

May Day:       Monday 4 May 

Half Term:       Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May 

Inset Day (School closed for pupils):  Friday 3 July 

Term Ends for Pupils:     Friday 17 July 

Inset Day (School closed for pupils):   Monday 20 July 

Holiday:       Tuesday 21 July – Monday 31 August 
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